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tips to get you started 
 

• start by thinking about your topic broadly: 
- what major fields are involved besides sociology? Women’s studies? African 
 studies? Politics? Economics?  Look for material in these different fields as well 

• brainstorm about the concepts in your topic – develop synonyms and related 
 terms to enrich your searching 

• read a general essay or article in an encyclopedia to get an overview 
- it may quickly help you narrow your topic and find a few key resoures 

• look for books on your topic or for chapters in more general books 
** investigate the readings on reserve for this course – they can be very helpful 

• look for articles in indexes and databases  - generally articles are more narrowly 
 focused than books, and your search can be more specific 

• use Interlibrary Loan (ILL) and/or the BLC card to get material from other libraries 
request early! 

• build your bibliography  
find more sources in the footnotes & bibliographies of each source you read 

 

GGeett  aann  OOvveerrvviieeww  
 
• Blackwell Encyclopedia of Sociology  - new 
• Encyclopedia of Social Theory 
• International Encyclopedia of the Social and Behavioral Sciences  
• Routledge International Encyclopedia of Women : Global Women's Issues and 

Knowledge  Clapp Ref  HQ1115 .R69 2000 
• Annual Review of Sociology Online – comprehensive articles on broad topics with 

huge bibliographies – a great place to get sources 
 

FFiinndd  BBooookkss  

    Search the Wellesley Library Catalog – a few tips: 

• do a subject search on an author or historical figure for books about them 
• In advanced search mode, use synonyms to find all the ways your topic is 

expressed:  (female or gender or woman or women) 
• use truncation to save time: raci* for racial, racist, racism, etc  
• combine multiple concepts using AND for best results 
• enclose your search terms in parentheses! 

http://www.blackwellreference.com/subscriber/uid=1011/book?id=g9781405124331_9781405124331
http://0-galenet.galegroup.com.luna.wellesley.edu/servlet/eBooks?ste=22&docNum=CX3439499999
http://0-www.sciencedirect.com.luna.wellesley.edu/science/referenceworks/9780080430768
http://0-arjournals.annualreviews.org.luna.wellesley.edu/loi/soc
http://luna.wellesley.edu/


sample topic:   differences between teenagers in Japan and the US 
sample search:      (teen* or adolescent*)   
    AND (japan*) 

  AND (united states) 
 

• examine your results and click on the title of a book that looks good  
• look at the subject terms in the full record view - follow each link to find more 

on that topic:  
                 Adolescent psychology 

    Teenagers -- Cross-cultural studies 
    Adolescence -- Cross-cultural studies 

 

    Click on    or  in our catalog to request a book quickly if 
our copy is out 
 

    Search WorldCat to find material we don’t own, click on  and request 
through ILL (interlibrary loan) 
 

    In a hurry? Get a BLC card and borrow the book directly from a nearby library  
 
FFiinndd  AArrttiicclleess  
  
tip:  use the same search techniques as for finding books (see above)  
 

• Sociological Abstracts – all aspects of sociology, worldwide 
• PAIS (Public Affairs Information Service) – political scienc,e worldwide 
• PsycINFO – all aspects of psychology and psychosocial development 
• PolicyFile  – policy papers from non-profits and thinktanks 
• Women's Studies International 
• Academic Search Premier –scholarly & popular journal articles in all fields 
• JSTOR – key scholarly journals but only up to the last 3-5 years 

 

FFiinndd  SSttaattiissttiiccss  
 

• American Factfinder – US Census data for 1990 and 2000 
• Demographic Profiles  – very handy compilations of data from the 2000 US 

Census 
• UN Common Database – social, economic, development data on other countries 

 

Find News 
 
LexisNexis Academic News & Ethnic NewsWatch offer international & domestic news  
 

http://0-firstsearch.oclc.org.luna.wellesley.edu/fsip?dbname=WorldCat&screen=advanced&done=referer
http://www.blc.org/library_user_services/mem_cats.html
http://0-www.csa.com.luna.wellesley.edu/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=brun08&access=brun0808&cat=socioabs&adv=1
http://0-www.csa.com.luna.wellesley.edu/htbin/dbrng.cgi?username=brun08&access=brun0808&db=pais-set-c&adv=1
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.luna.wellesley.edu/login.asp?profile=web&defaultdb=psyh
http://www.policyfile.com/
http://0-search.ebscohost.com.luna.wellesley.edu/login.aspx?authtype=ip,uid&profile=ehost&defaultdb=fyh
http://0-search.epnet.com.luna.wellesley.edu/login.asp?profile=web&defaultdb=aph
http://0-www.jstor.org.luna.wellesley.edu/jstor
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://www.census.gov/Press-Release/www/2001/demoprofile.html
http://unstats.un.org/unsd/cdb/cdb_help/cdb_quick_start.asp
http://0-www.lexisnexis.com.luna.wellesley.edu/us/lnacademic/api/version1/sf?shr=t&sfi=AC01NBSimplSrch
http://0-proquest.umi.com.luna.wellesley.edu/login?COPT=REJTPTM4M2UrMzgzZiZJTlQ9MCZWRVI9Mg==&clientId=49159

