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INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
  

POL 224 Professor Stacie Goddard 
Fall 2007 PNE 233 
Mondays and Thursdays, 9:50-11, PNE 139 sgoddard@wellesley.edu 
Walk-in Offi ce Hours:  Monday, 5:30-7:00 
 

Offi ce hours, by sign-up only: Wednesday 9-12, 
Thursday 11:30-1. 

 
 
Course Description  
  
International relations is fraught with challenges to security.  Terrorism, nuclear proliferation, and ethnic 
confl ict appear to pose new challenges for state security; other threats, such as the rise and fall of great 
powers, seem timeless.  What are the greatest threats to a stateÕs security in the international system?  
How do states evaluate these threats, and how do they employ military force in order to preserve their 
security?  Are there ethical limits to the application of force, or does the logic of war override that of 
morality?  Finally, is great power war now unthinkable, or are theories of major power war still applicable 
in the post-Cold War World? In this course we will examine these major debates in international security 
studies, using theory, history, and contemporary issues in order to evaluate contrasting positions.  
  
Course Requirements:  Readings should be completed before the appropriate lecture.  Grades  
will be based on the following four requirements:   
  
Class participation (5%): Students are expected to attend class regularly, to show up on time and to be 
prepared.   You are expected to check the course conference, and are responsible for any information 
posted there.  Weekly discussion questions will be posted online, and contributions to the class-
conference are relevant to your class participation grade.  
  
Effective participation in this course requires following international news closely this semester.  It is 
strongly suggested that you read to the New York Times or the Washington Post. Electronically, the 
following sights are useful:  
  
www.nytimes.com  
www.washingtonpost.com  
www.csmonitor.com  
www.ft.com  
www.guardian.co.uk./worldlatest  
www.iht.com  
  
These sites may require registration, but they are free.  For an excellent summary of the content  
of several papers, you might also try TodayÕs Papers on www.slate.com.  Helpful magazines  
include The Economist (www.theeconomist.com) and The Atlantic Monthly.  International issues  
are also covered by National Public Radio on WBUR (90.9 FM) or WGBH (89.7 FM).  
  
Four analysis memos OR two memos and Debate Participation (30%): For this portion of the grade, you 
have a choice. First, you may write four 2-3 page memos, which will be assigned throughout the 
semester. These memos will ask you to adjudicate theories of international relations, usually as applied to 
a particular issue.   
  
As an alternative to writing four memos, you may write two memos if you volunteer to participate in a 
debate/simulation, to be held on Thursday, December 6 on a topic to be announced.  Written work on 
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the debate will include a memo summarizing points made and a bibliography of references used.   
  
  
Midterm Exam (30%) and a Final Exam (35%):  The midterm exam will be on Monday, October 22. 
Details about the final exam will be announced later in the semester.  Both will cover theoretical and 
empirical material discussed in class and in the readings.  The exam format will include a short-id section, 
a short essay section, and long essay section.  
  
  
Readings.  
  
The following books are required, and available for purchase from the college bookstore:  
  
Robert J. Art and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Use of Force: Military Power and International Politics,  
Sixth Edition (New York: Rowman and Littlefield, 2004)  
Robert Pape, Bombing to Win: Air Power and Coercion in War (Ithaca: Cornell University Press,  
1996)  
Thomas C. Schelling, Arms and Influence (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1967)  
  
Suggested, but not required, for purchase 
Robert Rotberg and Theodore Rabb, The Origins and Prevention of Major War, (Cambridge:  
Cambridge University Press, 1989) 
Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War (New York: Columbia University Press, 2001) 
 
These books are also available at the course reserves.  Other readings marked with an asterisk (* )  
are available on ereserves.  
  
  
Logistics and policies 
Course Conference. Relevant course material will be posted on both the course conference. Please check 
the course conference consistently for information about the class.  
  
Office hours: I will be available in the offi ce hours listed above.  Please note that to meet with me on 
Wednesday or Thursday, you need to make an appointment 24 hours in advance.  There will be a sign-
up sheet on my door for this purpose.   
 
Disabilities.  If  you need any accommodations for disabilities, please let me know as soon as possible.  
You may contact Jim Wice (jwice@wellesley.edu) if you need information or assistance. 
 
Extensions and late papers. Except in the case of unforeseen emergencies, all work is expected to be 
completed in a timely fashion. Make-up exams will only be given when authorized.  Extensions on 
written work will be given only in unique circumstances.  Please manage your time carefullyÑ if you 
believe you will need an extension on the assignment, please ask well in advance. 
Unexcused late papers will be graded down a half-grade for each day they are late. 
 
Academic Honesty 
 
Academic writing is not done best in isolation.  I strongly encourage you to discuss your questions and 
ideas with your colleagues outside of the course.  However, academic dishonesty will not be tolerated.  
Any use of material written by others, including material from the internet, must be accompanied by a 
reference to that author; anything less is plagiarism. Please note that i f there is evidence you have 
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plagiarized and cheated on an exam, you will be reported to General Judiciary, as outlined in WellesleyÕs 
Honor Code.  
 
  

Schedule of Classes 
  
  
Thursday, September 6, 2007: Introduction  
  
  

Suggested  
Stephen M. Walt, "The Renaissance of Security Studies," International Studies Quarterly,  
Vol 35, No. 2 (June 1991), p. 211-3  

  
  
  

Part I: The Causes of war 
Case Studies: World War I and Iraq 

  
Monday, September 10, 2007: Anarchy and realist theories of war—Polarity   
  

Kenneth N. Waltz, ÒThe Origins of War in Neorealist Theory,Ó in Rotberg and   
Rabb, eds., Origin and Prevention, pp. 39-52 (13).  
John J. Mearsheimer, The Tragedy of Great Power Poli tics, pp 334-359 (25).*   
James Joll, The Origins of the First World War in Europe, New York: Longman, 1992, p.  
42-68.*   
Robert Jervis, ÒThe Compulsive Empire.Ó Foreign Policy (July-August 2003): p82 (6).*   
  

Thursday, September 13, 2007:  Power transition theory & preventive war   
  

Robert Gilpin, ÒThe Theory of Hegemonic War,Ó in Rotberg and Rabb, eds.,   
Origin and Prevention, pp. 15-38 (20).  
Immanuel Geiss, "The Outbreak of the First World War and German War Aims," Journal  
of. Contemporary History, 1 (3) (July 1966), pp. 75-91 (15).*   
Richard K. Betts, ÒStriking fi rst: a history of thankfully lost opportunities.Ó Ethics &  
International Affairs 17(1): (April 2003): p17 (9). *   
Frederick W. Kagan ÒWar Soon Rather than War Later,Ó The Weekly Standard, 8(21), pp.  
19-20 (1).*   

  
  
Suggested  
   

Joll, Origins of the First World War.  
  
  
Monday, September 17, 2007: The security dilemma and the offense-defense balance  
  

Stephen Van Evera, ÒOffense, Defense, and the Causes of War,Ó in Art and Waltz,   pp. 44-69 (25).  
Scott Sagan, Ò1914 Revisited: Allies, Offense, and Instability,Ó International Security,  
Autumn 1986, pp. 151-171 (20).*   
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Recommended  

Jack Snyder and Thomas Christensen, ÒChain Gangs and Passed BucksÓ, International  
Organization, 44 (2). (Spring, 1990), pp. 137-168.*   
Robert Jervis, ÒCooperation Under the Security Dilemma,Ó World Politics, January 1978,  
pp. 186-214.  
Kenneth M. Pollack, ÒSecuring the Gulf,Ó  Foreign Affairs 82.4 (July-August 2003), pp.  
2-16.*  

  
Thursday, September 20, 2007: Domestic politics I: bureaucracies   
  

Barry R. Posen  ÒThe Sources of Mi litary Doctrine.Ó in Art and Waltz, 23Ð43  
Jack S. Levy (1986)  ÒOrganizational Routines and the Causes of War.Ó International Studies 
Quarterly. 30(2), 193Ð222  
Jack Snyder (2004) ÒThe Cult of the Offensive in 1914.Ó In Art and Waltz, 121Ð137 
Seymour M. Hersh, ÒSelective Intelligence:  Annals of National Security,Ó The New  
Yorker. May 12, 2003.*   

 
 
Recommended  

Jack Snyder, ÒCivil Mi litary Relations and the Cult of the Offensive, 1914,Ó International  
Security, Summer 1984, pp. 108-146.*  
  

Monday, September 24, 2007:  Domestic politics II: regimes  
 

Kenneth Waltz, Man, the State, and War, 80-103  
Jack S. Levy, ÒDomestic Politics and War,Ó in Rotberg and Rabb, Origin and   
Prevention, pp. 79-100 (20).  
Arno J. Mayer (1967) ÒDomestic Causes of the First World WarÓ. In The Responsibility of Power: 
Historical Essays in  Honor of Hajo Holborn. Edited by Leonard Krieger and Fritz Stern. Garden 
City, NY: Doubleday, 286-300 (14).*  

  
  
Suggested  

Chaim Kaufmann, ÒThreat Inflation and the Failure of the Marketplace of Ideas: The  
Selling of the Iraq War,Ó International Security, 29(1) (Summer 2004) pp. 5Ð48.  

  
  
  
Thursday, September 27, 2007: Domestic politics III: money  
 

Norman Angell. ÒThe Great Il lusion.Ó In Richard K.  Betts Conflict after the Cold War, 232Ð233*   
Geoffrey Blainey. ÒParadise Is a Bazaar.Ó In Conflict after the Cold War, 234Ð241*   
Niccolo Machiavelli ÒMoney Is Not the Sinews of War, Although It Is Generally So Considered.Ó 
In Conflict after the Cold War, 229Ð231*  
V. I. Lenin ÒImperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism.Ó In Conflict after the Cold War, 242Ð
248*   
Joseph Schumpeter ÒImperialism and Capitalism.Ó In Conflict after the Cold War, 249Ð257*   
Michael T. Klare (2003) ÒThe Coming War With Iraq: Deciphering the Bush AdministrationÕs 
MotivesÓ. Foreign Policy in Focus, 1Ð6 (5) 
 Eckart Kehr, "Anglophobia and Weltpolitik," in his Economic Interest, Militarism and  
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Foreign Policy, pp. 22-49 (27).*  
 
  
Monday, October 1, 2007:  Individuals        MEMO I DUE 
 

Robert Jervis, ÒWar and Misperception,Ó in Rotberg and Rabb, Origin and Prevention,   
pp. 101-126 (26).   
Richard Shweder, ÒGeorge Bush and the Missionary Position,Ó Daedalus, 133 (3), 26-36 (10). 
Richard Ned Lebow, ÒThe July Crisis: A Case Study,Ó in his Between Peace and War   
(Johns Hopkins UP, 1981) pp. 119-147 (28).*   
James Fallows, ÒBlind Into Baghdad,Ó Atlantic Monthly (January/February 2004) (19).*  
Sigmund Freud, ÒWhy War?Ó In Conflict after the Cold War, 152Ð159.*   

 
 
 
 

Part II: The Strategy of Conflict 
 
Thursday, October 4, 2007: Introduction to Strategy 
 

Robert J. Art, ÒTo What Ends Mi litary Power?Ó International Security, Vol. 4, No. 4.  (Spring, 
1980), pp. 3-35.*   

  
Monday, October 8: FALL BREAK. NO CLASS 
 
Thursday, October 11: The utility of compellence.   
 Case: the bombing campaign of World War II  
 

Pape, Bombing to win, 1-11; 87-136.  
David Baldwin, ÒThe Sanctions Debate and the Logic of Choice,Ó International Security 24:3 
(winter 1999/2000) pp. 80-107.*  

  
Monday, October 15, 2007: The logic of deterrence  

Case: The Korean War 
  

Robert Jervis, ÒThe Utility of Nuclear Deterrence,Ó in Art and Waltz, pp. 94-101 (7).  
Schelling, Arms and Influence, Chapter 2.  

  
  
Thursday, October 18, 2007: Evaluating Deterrence  

Case: Cold War Nuclear Strategy 
 

David A. Rosenberg, ÒU.S. Nuclear Planning, 1945-1960.Ó Strategic Nuclear Targeting,  
edited by Desmond Ball and Jeffrey Richelson (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1986),  
35-56 (21).*   
Henry S. Rowen, ÒThe Evolution of Strategic Nuclear DoctrineÓ in Strategic Thought in  
the Nuclear Age, edited by Laurence Martin, (Hopkins University Press, 1979), 131-156  
(25).*  

 
Suggested  

Desmond Ball, ÒThe Development of the SIOP, 1960-1983,Óin Strategic Nuclear  
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Targeting, 57-83.  
Martin Walker, The Cold War: A History. (New York: Henry Hold and Company, 1993),  
160-182.  

 
Monday, October 22, 2007: midterm exam  
  
  
Thursday, October 25, 2007: The ethics of coercion and deterrence  
  

Henry L. Stimson, ÒThe Decision to Use the Atom Bomb,Ó and Martin J.  Sherwin, ÒThe  
Bomb, the War, and the Russians,Ó in Amy Gutmann and  Dennis Thompson, eds., Ethics  
& Politics, 2nd ed. (Chicago: Nelson-Hall,  1990) pp. 3-25. *    
George Kennan, ÒMorality and Foreign Policy,Ó Foreign Affairs 64:2 (winter 1985/86) pp.  
205-218.*  
 David Rieff, ÒWere Sanctions Right?Ó New York Times Magazine, 27 July 2003 pp.   
41-46. 

  
Contemporary and Regional Issues 

  
Monday, October 29, 2007  & Thursday, November 1: Insurgency and Counterinsurgency: 
comparing Vietnam and Iraq  
  

Bruce Hoffman, ÒInsurgency and Counterinsurgency in IraqÓ, RAND Corp. Occasional   
Paper, June 2004 (18)*   
T. E. Lawrence ÒScience of Guerrilla WarfareÓ. Encyclopedia Brittanica, 14th ed.  (7) 
Tse-Tung Mao ÒOn Guerrilla WarfareÓ, chapter 1. 
Stephen Biddle ÒSeeing Baghdad, Thinking Saigon.Ó Foreign Affairs. 85(2), 2Ð14 (12) 
Larry Diamond et al. What to do in Iraq: A Roundtable. Foreign Affairs. 85(4), 150Ð169 (this is a 
series of article.  The links are as follows:  

 Diamond: 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=21326451&site=ehost-
live&scope=site 
James Dobbins: 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=2132645 
8&site=ehost-live&scope=site 
Chaim Kaufmann, 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=21326462&site=ehost-
live&scope=site 
Leslie Gelb: 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=21326467&site=ehost-
live&scope=site 
Biddle response 
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&AN=21326472&site=ehost-
live&scope=site 
 

  
 

Suggested:  
Ivan Arrenguin-Toft, ÒHow the Weak Win Wars: a theory of asymmetric confl ictÓ  
International Security 26(1), pp. 93-128.  
Larry Diamond, ÒWhat Went Wrong in Iraq?Ó Foreign Affairs 83:5  (September/October  
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2004) pp. 34-56.   
Wesley K. Clark, ÒKey to Success,Ó New Republic, 7-14 June 2004.    
Eric Posner, ÒBring Back the Baathists,Ó New York Times, 28 April 2004.    
Reuel Marc Gerecht, ÒWhat is to be Done in Iraq?Ó Weekly Standard, 3 May 2004.   
Edward Luttwak, ÒTime To Quit Iraq (Sort Of),Ó New York Times, 18 August 2004.    

 
 
Monday, November 5 , 2007 Terrorism        MEMO 2 DUE 
  

Brian M. Jenkins, ÒInternational Terrorism,Ó in Art and Waltz, pp.77-84 (7).  
Walter Laqueur, ÒThe Changing Face of Terror,Ó in Art and Waltz, 450-457 (7).   
Richard A. Falkenrath et al., ÒAmericaÕs AchillesÕ Heel: Nuclear, Biological, and   
Chemical Terrorism and Covert Attack ,Ó in Art and Waltz,pp.  463-468 (5).   
Brahma Chellaney, ÒLessons from Fighting Terrorism in South Asia,Ó in Art and   
Waltz, pp. 458-462 (4).   
Paul A. Pillar, ÒDealing with Terrorists,Ó in Art and Waltz, pp. 469-  476 (10).  

 
  

  
Thursday, November 8, 2007: Weapons of Mass Destruction, North Korea and Iran   
  

Scott D. Sagan, ÒNuclear Instability in South Asia,Ó in Art and Waltz, pp. 370-381 (11).   
Kenneth N. Waltz, ÒNuclear Stability in South Asia,Ó in Art and Waltz, eds, pp. 382-393 (11).   
ÒCan North Korea Be Engaged? An Exchange Between Victor D. Cha and David C.   
Kang,Ó Survival 46:2 (summer 2004) pp. 89-108 (19). *   

   
Suggested  
Scott D. Sagan and Kenneth N. Waltz, The Spread of Nuclear Weapons: A Debate   
Renewed, 2nd ed. (Norton, 2003).   
Scott D. Sagan, ÒWhy Do States Build Nuclear Weapons? Three Models in Search   
of a Bomb,Ó International Security 21 (winter 1996/97) pp. 54-86.    
Barry Posen, ÒWhat if Iraq Had Nuclear Weapons?Ó in Art and Waltz, pp. 353-369.  

  
  
  
Monday, November 12: Nuclear defense, nuclear non-use, and disarmament  
  

Victor A. Utgoff,  ÒMissile Defence and American Ambitions.Ó In Art and Waltz, pp. 333Ð346.  
Kenneth N. Waltz ÒMissile Defenses and the Multiplication of Nuclear WeaponsÓ. In Art and 
Waltz, 347Ð352. 

 
  

Suggested  
Ivo H Daalder, James M.  Goldgeier and James M. Lindsay, ÒDeploying NMD: Not  
whether, but howÓ Survival 42(1) 6-27.  
Lewis A. Dunn and Victor Alessi, ÒArms Control by Other Means,Ó Survival 42(4) 129-  
140. 

 
Thursday, November 15: Internal and Ethnic conflict. 
  

Michael E. Brown, ÒThe Causes of Internal Confl ict,Ó in Brown et al., eds.,   
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Nationalism and Ethnic Conflict (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1996/97)  pp. 3-25.*   
Chaim Kaufmann, ÒIntervention in Ethnic and Ideological Civil Wars,Ó in Art and   
Waltz, pp. 394-414 (20).   
Richard Betts, ÒThe Delusion of Impartial InterventionÓ Foreign Affairs November/December 
1994, pp. 20-34 (13).*  
Samantha Power, ÒBystanders to Genocide,Ó Atlantic Monthly (September 2001).*    
Samantha Power, ÒDying in Darfur,Ó New Yorker, 30 August 2004.*    

 
  

Suggested  
Gideon Rose, ÒThe Exit Strategy Delusion,Ó Foreign Affairs 77 (January-February   
1998) pp. 56-67.    
Shashi Tharoor and Sam Daws, ÒHumanitarian Intervention: Getting Past the Reefs,Ó   
World Policy Journal (summer 2001) pp. 21-30.    
Walter Clarke and Jeffrey Herbst, ÒSomalia and the Future of Humanitarian   
Intervention,Ó Foreign Affairs 75:2 (March/April 1996) pp. 70-85.    
Barbara Walter, ÒThe Critical Barrier to Civil War Settlement,Ó in Art and Waltz 
 

 
Monday, November 19: TBA       MEMO 3 DUE 
 
 
Monday, November 26, 2007:  The Arab-Israeli Conflict: an overview 
 

Charles D. Smith, Palestine and the Arab-Israeli Conflict. (Bedford: St. MartinÕs Press,  
1996), p 26-67 (Chapters 2 &3; pages may vary based on edition). *   

 
 
Thursday, November 29, 2007:  New collective security? 

Charles Kupchan and Clifford Kupchan, ÒThe Promise of Collective Security,Ó   
International Security, 20(1) Summer, 1995, pp. 52-61 (9)*   
Philip H. Gordon, ÒReforging the Atlantic Alliance,Ó The National Interest (Fall 2002), pp. 91-97 
(6).*  
Richard K. Betts, ÒSystems of Peace of Causes of War? Collective Security, Arms Control, and the 
New Europe,Ó International Security, 17(1): 5-43. 
 
Suggested 
Kenneth Waltz, ÒNATO Expansion: A Realist View,Ó Contemporary Security Policy,  
21(2) 2000.*  (fall 2001) pp. 67-76. 

 
 
Monday, December 3, 2007: Power transitions. China? 
 

 Richard K. Betts and Thomas J. Christensen, ÒChina: Getting the Questions Right,Ó   
National Interest (winter 2000/2001) pp. 17-29 (12). *   
Aaron L. Friedberg, ÒThe Struggle for Mastery in Asia,Ó Commentary, November 2000,  
pp. 17-26 (9).*   
Robert S. Ross, ÒThe Stability of Deterrence in the Taiwan Strait,Ó National Interest, Fall  
2001, p. 67. *   
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Suggested  
Andrew J. Nathan and Robert S. Ross, The Great Wall and the Empty Fortress: ChinaÕs Search for 
Security (New York: W.W. Norton, 1997), pp. 56-81, 203-37.*    
Thomas J. Christensen, ÒPosing Challenges without Catching Up: ChinaÕs Rise and  
Challenges for U.S. Security Policy,Ó International Security, vol. 25, no. 4 (spring 2001),  
pp. 5-40.*   
Taiwan Relations Act (1979), Sections 2-3.   
ÒThe Taiwan Question and the Reunifi cation of China,Ó PeopleÕs Republic of China,   
Aug. 1993 (excerpts).   
 

 
 
Thursday, December 6, 2007: Debate  
  
Monday, December 10, 2007: Conclusion      MEMO 4 DUE  
  
  
 


