
POL 379, Lecture 6: changes in weapons, continued, and wars of German 
unification, United States civil war 

 
I. Introduction 

II. Changes in weapons.  Three are revolutionary: firepower, mobility and 
mobilization 

III. Increase in firepower 
a. Rifles 

b. Artillery 
IV. Railroads 

V. What would all of this mean for war? 
VI. Wars of German Unification 

a. Two wars, Austro-Prussian War, 1866.  Franco-Prussian War, 1870-1871. 
VII. What learned 

VIII. Civil War 
 


