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Churches, synagogusy, INosgiies, praye
meetings. They are not just places of rali-
gion. They are couununibins of wotual
help, support and practical guidance
matters of daily life. As social seisntists
well know, they ave instrnental to build-
ing and maintaining social capital. For
new hmmigrants, as weil as vacial and
ethnic minotrities, they serve a particy-
larly special purpnse. Often, the inuni
grant or ethnic churclyis the sue public
place whers a common language, food and
humor particular to one’s cultural herid-
agecan be shaved. It is alse the place that
comnects us o potential jobs, educational
opportunities, heallh cave and Housing
sptions i uformoaiion asd acness e bard
w.come by in the largaer seolety Places of
worship are also providers of everyday
sevvices. H.as through the congregation
that we ask for he ; ; :
children or our Pldut iy pavem,\ wheu we
are n o jam, o gel eractional and spiriia-
2l guidance and suppart in times of petr-
sanial or famidly erisis, Often, it is the peo-
ple in the worship hall who help us find
owr mates, help paiid our houses and visit
us in hospitals. & house of worship is
much more than the pasior.
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oountry, | grew up in an immigrant Bove-
ap-american clhonsh in New Jersev As a
feenager, } toaght Sanddey school, led the
chitdren’s choir sang duets with my alster
at Christinastinee, helped wash dishes in
the kitchen and move. Butl in my.mid-30s, 1
jeft that church and becaine 5 member of
Triwity in Boston. | had no ax to grind
with my pastor, even if his sermons put
me 1o sleep from time to tine and Buds
interpretations of the Bible were loss than
persuasive, Though 1 pever falt 1 was leav-
ng haina behind, 1 waasorely aware that f
was leaving a community of peopls who
had helped rear me from child 1o adudt
Thiz commnunity inspired me to tears
when we sang together “Amszing Grace”
and "Silent Might” in Eorean. And 1 miss
the power of those feslings—~"grace,” in
the Christian tradition, one might say-—
oven as I cherish my adoptad congroga-
tional family of mestly white Eplacopa-
Han Bostonians,

Did Rev. Wright connnit 8 moriad sig?
11id he break any laws in preachiing what -
hie did? Did he incite his flock e porpe.
trate racial violence? Did he fooe his
views down the throats of his pangre
gants? U so, the entive congregation,
not just parishioner Obana, should
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There wre plerdy of preachers in Amerd-
e, wha presch hate against blacks, Ladi-
nos, Asiang, gayy aml lestrians, and the list
goes (. There ave 1o myany clerics who
have exmnberzled funds feom their congre
ganis axd have mudested cldbidron e
frasied o them by thelr flonk,  we expect
Rev Wright io be taken to ‘45;/ for his
speach, we showld Qo the sswe for sach
andd svery plergy wembet in America, for
s or ber spesch and sctions.

O fatth commumities e nuich more
than the pastors, hmams snd rabbis who
staxui up and raise their voloes in prayern
fndividual lnaders come ang go, but itis
{he congregational connuunity—hiack,
wis.i?'e &cxan Latino or multicult-* cal
i vs with us and cwr families
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