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By K<lt§~Mim~ H's. Moon . i};(~ Barack Ob8mJ. ltl}() m:n ;~ nJ(·mbu Gf T,·jn!':'· {,.hureh, bm my dmrc;} is tn J BGst(jn~ 110t Ch.i\~'lgG. Ii: j~, pr0d(}rn~nant1y -vvh.ite. IH.>t black. And t.he d:c--:nGJi')h:Eu.lnn 
~ i~ Episcopal, I1Gt United Clmreb of Chn~t, as the one in Chicago. I krw\.\' an i(x, 

well the quandary of eutting nne'" lOy<t1tie,~ to a church. I c~lso know alxlUt the )tnim;~:(' 

mb:ing of rB.cial m' ethnic id.entity and faith in the body of a church. Somic' peopk have 

cHlk'd for Sen. Ohama to sever his he~; to 1m; pastOl~ Hev ,Jeremiah Wright JL for' hi:> 
[len' comments about race i.n Amerie8.. But thi~. js a loaded demand, not uixau:,e i)L'w~f:'. 

but because of the partlcula.r nature nf the pastor-parish reJaH\:H}ship. 

Churches, S)'11agog:.w~:, nwsquns, prayE']" 
meetings. They are not Just places of rdi· 
gion. They are COlrllllUnHks ofrnlltuaJ 
help, support and practka.t gujda~nce in 
matters of daily life. A.s social scientists 
well know. they are instrumental to build.. 
lug and maintaining socia:! capitaL For 
new immigrants, as wen as radaJ. and 
ethnic minorities, they serve a particu­
larly special purpose. Often, the immi· 
grant or ethnic churdfis the one public 
place where a common langnage, food and 
humm: particular to one's cultural herH·· 
age can !w shamd.lt i.s also Uw place Chid 
connects us to potentia:! jobs. educati.ona:! 
opportunities, hE!alth caI'O and housing 
options if information and aCiX'SS are hard 
tocom.e by in tJ::m :ta.rger society: Places of 
worship am also pnwiders of Bve:ryday 
services. iUs through 1:1w eongTegatlOn 
that we ask for lwlp·····Lo lOOK afi:H our 
ch.Hdnm or our elderly parE;nL~ wtwn \'\'e 

are .in a)m:o, to get emotiona:l and spirito·· 
aJ guidance and support inl:inws of Iwr· 
sona.lor family cri.sis. CHlen, it is the peo· 
pIe in the worship hall who help lb find 
our mates. help paint our houses a.nd visit 
us in hospitals. A house of vyorship is 
much more than the pastor. 

Like many Korean-Americans in this 
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country, 1groVl up ill n.n immignmt Kore­
an·American chm-ch in New,Jersey. As a 
kenagel~ I taught Sunday school, led the 
chHdren's chotr.. sang duets with my sister 
at Christroastime. help!'ld wash dishes ill 
the kitchen and 11lore. But in my.mid·SUs, I 
left that church and became a member of 
Trinity in Boston. Thad no ax to grind 
.vith my pastor, even ifhis sermons put 
me to sleep from H.nl$ to time and his 
inter-p:retatiol1s of th~ Bible wert~ 1138s than 
persuasive. Though I p.~ver fdt I was le&v·· 
tng him hehind, I wa£,sorely aware that I 

.•yas leaving a comniunity of poop!e who 
had helped rear me from c.hild to adult. 
This community inspired me tQ tears 
when .ve sang together "Amazing Grae<:'" 
and "Silent Night" in Korean. And 1miBs 
tlw power ofthose feeIings--"graclJ," in 
the Christian h'adition. one might say....· 
even as I cherish my adopted congr13ga· 
hcmal family of mostly white Episcopa.. 
Han Bostonians. 

Did Rev. Wright commit i.~ mo:ri~l $i:o'? 
Did he break any laws in pmi.{d~illg wbat . 
he did? Did he incite his t1'X:f~ to p~)rpe· 
trate ra.dal violence? Did hI;' fon)(~ his 
views down the throats ofhis.lxlngre· 
gants? If so, the entire congregnti4n. 
110tjust parishioner ObalXla, stH>uJd 
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:~:::.{~r::/ ~,:.,/~;~tn con­
gr8ga~it~; ~;f ;;.:van~ 

gehccl\ Cl' Uf\:hh' 
v..··'1lOf;,~ p;;t;;tGr~ 

had oEu:righi .u.~:d. 

;(l tflem «bmrt 
OWlT extnm~m:-· 

Hi~; ajT;~in; a.nd 
~exuaJ orienta· 
Uon~ \Vb.HB {~x· 

ho:cting '~he:01 to 
Live "rig:hl· 
E'omdy" did not 
denmmeE!Or 
condemn thei.r 
pastors. 1\-1any 

l!i::strMb,., b~( ;:<;:I,;I1.~,,:::f''' ~mch folk.~; fpl.·· 
lowed the Chris­

ihn prN~I"pt to fiwgivl~, 
Tlwrt~ m~) phml:y of pt~1ach€rs in A.meri­

Cil. '>'ill(! pnw.nh hate ::lgainat hlacks, Lati· 
nos, Asian:>, gay:> and l~hians. and. the list 
goes on. 'rh~~re i:tr!3 tI)O nlany clerics who 
hi.av~! embM:zl.{ld ftmd.:> fcom Lhl~ir' congrB­
ganL~ <md h<lV13l:t1(lks!:{!d chiklnm E'n· 
tnJ,siNI to thtlm hy thdr. flode !f we expect 
n.ey. Wright to h" taken to task for ilis 
sj)(!i.Kh, we ShiXI.1d. do file same fi:weach 
a.nd every dergy ,n.emh"w in America. for 
hiB OJ:' (WI' spel?Ch alJd Ilction~. 

Onr faith co:numm.iti~sare much more 
than Uw pastors. imams and rabbis \'/ho 
stand up and raise their voices in prayer: 
l:ndh;idualleaders come and go, but it is 
the congregational community~-bla.ck, 

whih'. Asian. Latino or ll1ultkultural­
Lb;~t stays with us and our families. 

l(a{f;.arine HS. 1\.100.17 is a politiml sdence 
prq!'essor at W"E'l!esley College and is au asso­
ci{1tt.~.l;!lloui at Asia f0cietv-Li\leV) York. 
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