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Tombstone of Elihu Yale (April 5, 1649, Boston, Colony of Massachusetts-July 8, 1721, London, England), 
in the churchyard of the parish church of St. Giles in Wrexham, Wales: 

Born in America, in Europe bred 
In Africa travelled and in Asia wed 
Where long he liv’d and thriv’d: In London dead 
Much good, some ill, he did; so hope all’s even 
And that his soul thro’ mercy’s gone to Heaven 
You that survive and read this tale, take care 
For this most certain exit to prepare 
Where blest in peace, the actions of the just 
Smell sweet and blossom in silent dust. 

“In 1999, American Heritage magazine named Elihu Yale the ‘most overrated philanthropist’ in American 
history, arguing that the college that would later bear his name (Yale University) was successful largely 
because of the generosity of a man named Jeremiah Dummer, but that the trustees of the school did not want 
it known by the name ‘Dummer College’” [Wikipedia article on Elihu Yale] 

“Bull Dog” by Cole Porter, Yale class of 1913, written in 1911 

Verse: 
Way down, way down in New Haven town,  
Lives Mister Yale, 
Old Eli Yale. 
No one ever cares to come around, 
Just because of his pet “Bow-wow.” 
Poor old Harvard tries it once a year, 
Always goes back, 
Tied up in black. 
For when old Yale sicks that big bull dog on, 
He raises an awful row. 

Refrain: 
Bull dog! Bull dog! Bow, wow, wow, 
Eli Yale! 
Bull dog, Bull dog! Bow, wow, wow, 
Our team can never fail. 
When the sons of Eli break through the line, 
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That is the sign we hail. 
Bull dog! Bull dog! Bow, wow, wow, 
Eli Yale! 

Porter, a veteran of longtime Latin and Greek language study at Worcester Academy, drew on his classics 
background to write the music and lyrics for the musical Out of This World, an adaptation of Plautus’ comedy 
Amphitryon, which opened (and bombed—perhaps because it had tryouts in Boston and Philadelphia, but not 
New Haven) on Broadway in 1950.   
Yale’s bulldog mascot is named Handsome Dan. The first Handsome Dan was purchased in 1889 from a New 
Haven blacksmith by an undergraduate from England, Andrew Graves, who rowed on the Yale crew and 
played tackle on the Yale football team. Sixteen dogs have subsequently held the position. Canine candidates 
are chosen on the basis of their ability to tolerate bands and children, negative reaction to the color crimson 
and to tigers (Harvard’s color, Princeton’s animal mascot), and cleanliness. As Elihu Yale died over 150 years 
before the first Handsome Dan appeared on the Yale scene, and never lived in New Haven himself (though his 
father’s stepfather was the governor of the New Haven Colony), the tale of Old Eli and his bulldog who lived 
in New Haven is apocryphal.   

Letter to John H. Whyte of the Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars, 
International Institute for Education, from Eduard Prokosch, Yale University, December 12, 1935, on 
the Etruscologist Eva Lehmann Fiesel (1891-1937): “She cannot possibly be placed on the Yale faculty, 
since Yale does not employ any women except in the Medical school.” 

Some women who received PhDs in classics from Yale, 1895-1941, after Yale Graduate School admitted 
women in 1892: 
Susan Dinsmore Tew (1871-1960): BA Smith 1892, who received her PhD in 1895, and became Professor of 
Greek at Sophie Newcomb Memorial College, Tulane University 

Barbara Philippa McCarthy (1904-1988): BA Women’s College of Brown University 1925, MA 
University of Missouri 1927, who received her PhD in 1929, and became Ellen A. Kendall Professor of 
Greek at Wellesley College 

Margaret Elizabeth Taylor (1901-1982): BA Vassar College 1923, who received her PhD in 1933, and 
became Helen J. Sanborn Professor of Latin at Wellesley College. 

Cora Lutz 1935 (1906-1985): BA Connecticut College for Women 1927, who received her PhD in 1935, and 
became Professor of Classics at Wilson College.  

Hazel Barnes (1915-2008): BA Wilson College, 1937, who received her PhD in 1941, and became (the first 
woman) Distinguished Professor at the University of Colorado, Boulder. 

Bibliographical sources on these women include: 
Hazel Barnes, The Story I Tell Myself: A Venture in Existentialist Autobiography (Chicago and London 1997).  
Ward W. Briggs, Jr., ed., Biographical Dictionary of North American Classicists (Westport and London 1994), 
with entries on McCarthy (by Mary Lefkowitz), Taylor (by Gloria Duclos) and Tew (by Briggs). 
Deanna Delmar Evans, “Cora Elizabeth Lutz (1906-1985): Magistra Egregii,” in Women Medievalists and the 
Academy, ed. Jane Chance (Madison 2005) 670-682. 

Some facts and figures on women in classics and other PhD programs at Yale, 1892-1941, from George 
Pierson, A Yale Book of Numbers: Historical Statistics of the College and University 1701-1976, B9, “Women 
PhDs from Yale” 167-179.   
From “Yearly Awards by Department, 1892-1928 and 1929-1960”: Women PhDs in Classical Languages and 
Literature: 1895 (1), 1900 (1), 1902 (1), 1903 (1), 1904 (2), 1905 (1), 1906 (1), 1908 (1), 1910 (1), 1911 (1), 
1916 (2), 1922 (1), 1923 (1), 1929 (1), 1931 (1), 1932 (1),!933 (3), 1934 (2), 1938 (1), 1939 (1), 1941 (2). 
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Total: 27. Note that no female classics PhDs are listed in 1935, whereas Evans claims that Cora Lutz received 
her Ph.D. that year. 
From “Women PhDs from Yale and Total PhDs, 1892-1960”: Women PhDs in Classical Languages and 
Literatures 36; Total PhDs in Classics 195. Note that 27 (75%) of the PhDs in Classics earned by women 
during this period were earned between 1892-1941. 

From “Women PhDs from Yale 1892-1960. By Institution Where They Received Their Undergraduate 
Degrees” (not broken down by individual departments). Vassar College (40 through 1940, total of 62), Smith 
College (46 through 1940, total of 56), Mt. Holyoke College (38 through 1940, total of 53), Wellesley College 
(30 through 1940, total of 50), Bryn Mawr College (15 through 1940, total of 38), Barnard College/Columbia 
University (15 through 1940, total of 31), City University of New York (3 through 1940, total of 28: Hunter 
15, Brooklyn 8, Queens 3, City College of New York 2). 
p. 175: “Where did the women candidates come from? Our tables suggest that they came from all over the 
country and from a very large variety of colleges of greater or lesser distinction. Among these, certain 
institutions stand out as substantial contributors. In the first 67 years, Vassar, Smith, Mt. Holyoke and 
Wellesley were the major feeders, followed by Bryn Mawr, Barnard College of Columbia, and City 
University of New York. In the last 14 years of our tables, 1960-1974, Barnard rose to leadership, followed by 
Wellesley, Bryn Mawr, Smith, CUNY, Radcliffe and Vassar. Putting the totals together, one finds Smith 
College at 92, Vassar at 88, Wellesley at 86, Bryn Mawr at 72, Barnard at 71, Mt. Holyoke at 70, and 
Radcliffe at 40: a tribute to the quality of the “Seven Sisters” and to their work in preparing American women 
for a role in the highest scholarship…At the head of the coeducational colleges was Swarthmore with 32 
PhDs, Cornell with 30, Oberlin with 29, University of Chicago with 25, University of California at Berkeley 
with 24, Stanford with 23 and NYU with 19.” 

From “The Whiffenpoof Song,” by Meade Minnigerode and George Pomeroy (1909).  Cole Porter was a 
member of the Whiffenpoofs, and Yale President Charles Seymour ‘08—grandson of Nathan Perkins 
Seymour, son of Greek professor Thomas Day Seymour, and president of Yale from 1937-1951—an honorary 
Whiffenpoof: “To the tables down at Mory’s, in the place where Louis dwells, To the dear old Temple Bar we 
love so well, Sing the Whiffenpoofs assembled, with their glasses raised on high, And the magic of their 
singing casts a spell…We’re poor little lambs who’ve lost our way, Baa! Baa! Baa! Little black sheep who’ve 
gone astray. Baa-aa-aa! Gentlemen songsters [rankers] out on the spree, Damned from here to Eternity, God 
have mercy on such as we, Baa…” 

For Nathan Perkins Seymour (1813-1891), Yale ’34, and his Latin and Greek courses at Miss Porter’s 
School, Farmington, Connecticut, see Alice Hamilton, Exploring the Dangerous Trades: The 
Autobiography of Alice Hamilton, MD (Boston 1943, 1985 edition with new introduction by Barbara 
Sicherman). Edith Hamilton, later the best-selling author of The Greek Way and translator of Three Greek 
Tragedies, merely enrolled in Seymour’s Latin classes on Catullus and the Adelphoe of Terence; Alice, 
though, read not only Tacitus, Horace and Lucretius but also Aeschylus and Sophocles (though not 
“Euripides, for to Mr. Seymour that was only ‘Silver Greek’”). Edith received an honorary degree from Yale 
at age 92 in 1959; Yale first bestowed an honorary degree on the classically educated Jane Addams, Alice 
Hamilton’s colleague at the Chicago settlement Hull House and in the international peace movement in 1910.  

Barbara Philippa McCarthy’s academic courses at Yale graduate school, 1927-28:  
Classics 107a  Class. Sem. Hist. Division Rostovtzeff   Honors: Excellent 
Latin 130a Cicero   O’Brien-Moore Passed 
Greek 107 Theocritus and Lucian   Harmon   Honors: Excellent 
Greek 130 Greek Composition Hubbell Honors: Excellent. 
Comp. Philol 113 Comparative Grammar of Greek and Latin   Sturtevant   Honors 
Latin 113b Roman Satire Hendrickson   Honors 
Classics 105a Greek Div. Lucian Harmon Honors: Excellent 

For John F. Latimer (1903-1991), see the entry in Briggs by John Ziolkowski 
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On the institutional values, policies and practices at Yale that have prized “gentlemen rather than 
scholars,” and led “respect for the mind [to be] quashed by the glorification of athletic prowess and 
social achievement,” see, Dan A. Oren, Joining the Club: A History of Jews and Yale (New Haven 1985). On 
357 n.26 he observes “From 1932 until 1937 Mitchell Levensohn (BA 1928, PhD 1931), a Jew, was instructor 
in classics on the college faculty….Other early twentieth-century Jewish teachers…included Hortense 
Powdermaker, assistant professor of anthropology and sociology from 1934 through 1937.” 

Hazel Barnes’ recollections of the Yale Classics Department, 1937-1941: 
72: “The graduate students in Classics were a closely-knit group; almost immediately I felt drawn into 

the inner circle. Some of us practically took up residence in the Classics Library on the top floor of Phelps 
Hall. All of us and a few of the younger faculty joined in a social hour over tea every afternoon. The names of 
many of my associates would become familiar to classical scholars over the next decades—Lionel Pearson, 
Frank Gilliam, Howard Porter, George Dimock, William Willis, to list a few who come first to mind [she later 
lists two refugees from Nazi Germany, Henry Hoenigswald and Henry Immerwahr]…One of the things of 
lasting value I learned at Yale was the possibility of warm friendship between men and women, a relation in 
which the sexual is not denied but bracketed…” 
 71: “Without question, individual women from several departments had good reason to complain of 
unfair treatment, despite the university’s avowed policy. By contrast, except for the Aristophanes skirmish, I 
found the Classics faculty exemplary. Neither personally nor by hearsay did I ever perceive the slightest hint 
of injustice or condescension of differentiation in the attitude of the professors toward female as compared 
with male students where academic matters were concerned. Given all that I have observed and read in the 
decades since that time, I find it remarkable and a tribute to the men involved…Among the complaints that I 
heard of professional bias from women in other department, there virtually was no mention of sexual 
harassment in the form of offensive personal conduct of the kind so often reported today. I cannot believe that 
Yale men were a breed apart…” 
 86-87: “By late August [1941] not a single [teaching] possibility had come up for me. Meanwhile we 
had a visit from Erwin (her dissertation advisor] and Evelyn [her Wilson college classmate, a graduate student 
in English at Yale, for whom Erwin had left his wife] Goodenough, now married but without publicly 
announcing the fact. My father asked Erwin if he could not do something to help me find a teaching position. 
‘I never promise to find jobs for women or Jews,’ he replied. My father was outraged…” 
 76-77: “Classical scholarship at that period was itself restricted in a way that it is not now. When not 
concerned with the establishment of texts and purely historical questions, it too often concentrated on 
minutiae, on ringing one more change on wornout topics already over-debated. Naturally it could not provide 
the kind of excitement, enrichment, and opening up that the field has enjoyed—and suffered—in response to 
the recent challenge of feminist classicists, Deconstructionists, and other iconoclasts. But American classicists 
then (certainly at Yale, and I believe that was usually true elsewhere) mostly looked on psychological 
interpretation and on literary criticism as suspicious—“subjective,” not scholarly. The ideal was the pure 
Wissenschaft of German universities.” 
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