
ES102  Assignment #5 
 

Policy options. 
 

 
Promote purchase of high-efficiency hybrids. 

Discourage beef consumption. 

Encourage use of compact fluorescent bulbs. 

Encourage purchase of Energy Star Appliances. 

Encourage use of freight trains for interstate freight deliveries. 

Encourage proper inflation of non-commercial vehicle tires. 

 
 

There is a wide range of regulatory tools for encouraging environmentally preferable behavior.  
Your assignment is to consider how you might use those regulatory tools to promote one of the 
above greenhouse gas reduction strategies.  Your assignment is to choose one policy option (not 
necessarily the one you worked on for assignment #4), briefly elaborate on the policy goal, and 
then describe 3 different regulatory approaches (of your own devising) to encourage that activity.  
Note, plausible doesn’t mean it would be successful (explaining why a potential strategy might 
not work is a useful response to this assignment).   
 
Potential regulatory strategies include command-and-control approaches and market-based 
approaches — draw on your readings for relevant background and examples.  For each policy 
strategy, explain what type of strategy it is (command and control or market-based – and if 
market-based, which type of market-based strategy), briefly describe the policy, and note 
potential advantages and disadvantages (could compliance be monitored?  does it raise social 
justice concerns?  could there be unintended side effects? etc.)  As important as your description 
of the strategy is your analysis of the potential advantages and disadvantages. 
 
Your write-up should be 1-1/2 spaced, 12-point font, and 1 1/2  to 2 pages long.  (But no more 
than 2 pages long!  Writing concisely is an important skill!) 
 

An Abridged Example  
(with one policy option, not three) 

 
Policy goal:  Encourage recycling of residential washers and dryers to reduce raw resource consumption. 
 
Option #1:  Federal law.  Command and control approach.  I propose a federal “Residential Laundry Recycling” law 
which requires all manufacturers of washer and dryers to recycle their products at the end of their useful life.  Thus, 
if a consumer had an old washer/dryer, they could contact the manufacturer, which would then be responsible for 
picking up and recycling the product.  Advantages:  Encourages manufacturers to design products which could 
easily be recycled (since they’d be responsible for the recycling) and it is easy for the consumer (who has no 
responsibility for recycling, other than contacting the manufacturer).  Theoretically it should be easy to enforce, 
since non-complying manufacturers could be fined for failing to pick-up old appliances.  Disadvantages:  It would 
be difficult to handle orphaned products if a manufacturer goes out of business.  It provides no direct incentive for 
consumers to actually recycle their washers and dryers.  It is a large imposition on manufacturers who would have to 
develop systems for receiving appliances from all across the country (presumably this responsibility could be 
subcontracted to other companies).  And it could produce inefficiencies, since there may be no advantage to each 
manufacturer recycling the particular products they produced.  (For instance, one company might just as efficiently 
recycle any appliance as the one they originally made.)  


