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Name:

Rachel Jacoff

Address:
627 Lewis Wharf



Boston, MA 02110

Telephone:
(617) 367-9518 [home], 
E-mail:

rjacoff@wellesley.edu

Education:

1970-74
Yale University






Ph.D. in Italian, December, 1977






Dissertation: The Poetry of Guido Cavalcanti



1959-64
Harvard University






M.A., Ph.D. orals completed, in English




1955-59
Cornell University






B.A. with High Honors and Distinction in English

Employment:  


2001--2010
Margaret and LeRoy Carlson Professor of Comparative Literature, Wellesley College


2005

Visiting Professor, Stanford University (Winter Quarter)



1986--2010
Professor of Italian, Studies, Wellesley College


1993-98

Co-director, Medieval and Renaissance Studies Program


1994-96

Chair, Department of Italian


1979-91

Chair, Department of Italian (except when on leave)


1989      

Visiting Professor, Stanford University


1988      

Director, NEH Stanford Dante Institute


1986

Co-director, NEH Dante Institute (Dartmouth)


1984

Visiting Professor, Cornell University


1983-86

Associate Professor, Department of Italian, Wellesley College


1978-83

Assistant Professor, Department of Italian, Wellesley College


1976-78

Lecturer on Italian Literature and Comparative Medieval Literature, 




Coordinator undergraduate Medieval Studies program, Department of 





English, University of Virginia


1974-76

Acting Assistant Professor of Italian Language and Literature,




University of Virginia


1972-73

Teaching Fellow in Italian, Yale University


1961-64

Teaching Fellow in Humanities Six, Tutor in English Honors program,




Instructor in freshman English, Assistant to Prof. Harry Levin,





Harvard University

Academic Honors:




2010

Resident, American Academy in Rome


2001--2010
Carlson Chair in Comparative Literature


1999

Resident Fellow, Liguria Study Center, Bogliasco Foundation


1996-97

Phi Beta Kappa Visiting Scholar


1993    

Resident Fellow, Rockefeller Foundation, Bellagio


1991-92     
John Simon Guggenheim Fellowship (deferred)




NEH Fellowship 


1988

Honorable Mention, The Marraro Prize, awarded by the MLA for


 


The Poetics of Conversion (ed. and intro.)


1987-91  
Marion Butler McLean Chair in the History of Ideas (Rotating




Chair)


1986-87

External Fellow, Stanford Humanities Center


1984

Mellon Grant (for reduced unit of teaching)


1981-82

NEH Fellowship




Mary Ingraham Bunting Institute (Fall)




Villa I Tatti: Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies (Spring)


1977-78

Dean's List for excellence in teaching, University of Virginia


1973-74

Whiting Fellowship in the Humanities, Yale University




Yale Teaching Prize Fellowship


1970-72

Yale University Fellowship


1960-61

Radcliffe College Fellowship


1959-60

Woodrow Wilson Fellowship


1959

Dante Society Prize


1958

Phi Beta Kappa




Mortar Board, President

Publications

2012 

"Lectura Dantis: Paradiso XXXI," Quaderns d'Italià 16 (2011), 103-114.
"Dante and Rome," in Dante,oggi, Critica del testo XIV, eds. Roberto Antonelli, Annalisa       Landolfi, and Arianna Punzi.  Rome: Viella, 2011.
2011

"Reclaiming Paradiso: Dante in the Poetry of James Merrill and Charles Wright," in Metamorphosing Dante, eds. Manuele Gragnolati, Fabio Camiletti, and Fabian Lampart. Berlin: Turia and Kant, 2011.
2010

“Vergil in Dante,” in Vergil’s “Aeneid” and its Tradition, eds.Joseph Farrell and Michael C. Putnam. Chichester, UK: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010.
2009

”’Diligite iustitiam:”’ Loving Justice in Siena and Dante’s Paradiso,” MLN 124.5 (December 2009), S81-S95.
2008

“At the Summit of Purgatory,” essay on Purgatorio 30 in Lectura Dantis: Purgatorio, ed. Mandelbaum, Oldcorn and Ross. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2008.
2007                     New edition of Cambridge Companion to Dante


Review of John Scott, Understanding Dante,  in International Journal of the Classical Tradition
2005

Dante and the Jewish Question. (Bernardo Lecture Series, No. 13).  Binghamton, N.Y.: Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies, SUNY at Binghamton, 2004. 

2003 "Re-reading 'Donna me prega, '" in Guido Cavalcanti tra I suoi lettori, ed. Maria Luisa

Ardizzone. Florence: Edizioni Cadmo, 2003.

“Dante,” (Descriptions of Isabella Stewart Gardner’s collection of Dante books), in Eyes of the Beholder: Masterpieces from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum, ed. Alan Chong et al. Boston: Beacon Press, 2003.

“John Flaxman,” (Catalogue description of Flaxman’s drawings for the Dvine Comedy), in A Private Passion: 19th-Century Paintings and Drawings from the Grenville L. Winthrop Collection, ed. Stephan Wolohojian. New York: Metropolitan Museum of Art, 2003.

“Still Here: Dante After Modernism” (with Peter Hawkins), in Dante For the New Millenium, ed. Teodolinda Barolini and H. Wayne Story. New York: Fordham University Press, 2003. 

2002
“Dante’s Vergil,” in Approaches to Teaching Vergil’s “Aeneid,” ed. William S. Anderson and 



Lorina Quarterone. New York: MLA Publications, 2002.



Review of Alison Cornish’s Reading Dante’s Stars, Modern Philology (vol. 100, no. 1), 73-75.



“A Theatre of Torture,” an analysis of a print at the Davis Museum written for a special exhibition and now on the museum web site.   

2001 The Poets' Dante (with Peter Hawkins). New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2001

"The Hermeneutics of Hunger," in Speaking Images: Essays in Honor of V.A. Kolve. Pegasus Press, 2001.



"Still Here: Dante After Modernism," (with Peter Hawkins), The Yale Review, 89.3 (July 



2001).

“Remembering Charles Till Davis” and “Remembering Joseph Anthony Mazzeo,” two short pieces in memory of Dante scholars who were very dear to me, in Dante Studies CXVI (1998).

.

2000 "Our Bodies, Our Selves: The Body in the Commedia," in Sparks and Seeds: Medieval Literature and its Afterlife. Essays in Honor of John Freccero. Brepols Press.



Entries, Dante Encyclopedia



"Dante and the Legend(s) of St. John," Dante Studies 117 (1999), 45-52.

1997 Review of Eugene Nassar, Illustrations to Dante's "Inferno,"  Speculum 72.2, 540-41.

1995 "Charles Eliot Norton's Medicean Dante," Harvard Library Bulletin vol. 5.1 (1994).



Review essay, "Pinsky's Inferno," Boston Review vol. 20.2 (1995).

1993

The Cambridge Companion to Dante, editor and contributor.



Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

1991

The Poetry of Allusion: Virgil and Ovid in Dante, ed. with



Jeffrey Schnapp.  Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press.



[I co-authored the introduction and wrote two essays for this collection].



"Transgression and Transcendence: Figures of Female Desire in Dante's Comedy," 



reprinted in The New Medievalism, ed. M. Brownlee, K. Brownlee and S. Nichols.  



Baltimore: The Johns Hopkins University Press.

1990

"Polymorphic Visions," review of Calvino's Six Memos for the


Next Millenium," Partisan Review (57.4).

1989

"Le lacrime di Beatrice," in Studi americani su Dante, ed.



G. Alessio and R. Hollander.  Milan: Franco Angeli.



Lectura Dantis Americana: Inferno II, (with William Stephany); monograph in 




series sponsored by Dante Society of America. Philadelphia: University of 



Pennsylvania Press.

 

"Doing and Undoing," review of Peter Hainsworth, Petrarch the Poet, 



TLS , no. 4507.




1988

"Transgression and Transcendence: Figures of Female Desire in 



Dante's Commedia,"  Romanic Review 79 (Jan 1988).



"Dante, Geremia, e la problematica profetica," in Dante e la Bibbia. Florence: 




Olschki.

1987

"Models of Literary Influence in the Commedia," in Medieval Texts and 


Contemporary Readers, ed. Shichtman and Finke. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.



"The Tears of Beatrice," Dante Studies 100 (1982).

1986 Editor and Introduction, Dante: The Poetics of Conversion (the essays of John Freccero). Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press.



Review of Vincent Moleta, Guinizelli in Dante, Speculum, 1986. 

1985

"Sacrifice and Empire: Thematic Analogies in San Vitale and the Paradiso," 



in Renaissance Studies in Homor of Craig Hugh Smyth. Florence: Giunti.



Review of Dario Cecchetti, Petrarca, Pietramala e Clamanges:


Storia di una "querelle" inventata, Speculum, January, 1985.

1984

"The Theology of Love in Julian of Norwich," Denver Quarterly, Spring, 1984.



Review of Jerome Mazzaro, The Figure of Dante: An Essay on the Vita Nuova, 



in Modern Philology 81, February 1984.

1983

"Merrill and Dante," in James Merrill: Essays in Criticism, ed. by Charles Berger 



and David Lehman. Ithaca: Cornell University Press.

1982

"The Commedia: Text and Contexts," in Approaches to Teaching


"The Divine Comedy," ed. by Carol Slade, published by Modern



Language Association.



"The Post-Palinodic Smile: Paradiso VIII and IX," Dante Studies 98 (1980), 111-122.

1974

Translation of an essay by Renato Solmi on Walter Benjamin,



Denver Quarterly, Spring 1977.

1972

"Master of Nuance and Scruple," review article, Denver Quarterly, Spring 1972.

Work in Progress: 


 Perspectives on “Paradiso”
Participation in professional meetings and invited lectures:
2010

Lectura Dantis, Paradiso 23, Newberry Library



Lectura Dantis, Paradiso 31, Italian Institute, Barcelona.



“Dante and Rome,” American Academy in Rome
2009

Lecture on James Merrill, Charles Wright and Dante in conference “Metamorphosing Dante,” Berlin

2008                     “Imagining Love in Dante’s Comedy,” Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum


Lecture on Purgatory 30, Boston College



Lecture on Paradiso 18 (Dante and Siena), The Johns Hopkins University


“Once out of Nature,” lecture given at colloquium on Paradiso, Stanford University.
2007

Speaker at Museum of Modern Art, “An Evening on Hell”



Lecture, Harvard Medieval Studies Seminar



Speaker at Cum Laude dinner, Oxford Kingsblood School

2006

Invited keynote presentation, Yale Italian Department Alumni Conference

2005                    Dante Vivo Conference at Wellesley College (organizer and presenter)



“The Pedagogy of the Imagination,” Distinguished Faculty Lecture (Wellesley College)



Lecture, Conference on Dante at La Pietra, Florence


            
Speaker in full day symposium on Dante at the Smithsonian Institute

Lecture at University of California, Davis

Lecture at University of California, Berkeley

Lecture, Conference on Vision, Stanford University

Lectures on Dante for Stanford Structured Liberal Education Program

2004 Workshop and Lecture, University of Minnesota

Lecture, Medieval Conference for University of Southern Connecticut

Teachers as Scholars: mini-course on Dante’s Inferno

Boston College Lectura Dantis: Lecture on Purgatorio I

The Bernardo Lecture, SUNY Binghamton

2003                   
Lecture on Dante at Beacon Hill Seminars


Lecture on Teaching Dante to the faculty of the Core Curriculum, BU


Organizer of Dante at the Gardner (a series of lectures and performances of selected cantos


of the Inferno).



Lecture on Inferno V, Dante at the Gardner



Teachers as Scholars: mini-course on Dante’s Inferno 



Participated in panel on the Making of the Museum, Gardner Museum



Lecture at  Stanford University



Lecture at New York University

2002 “Annual Dante Lecture,” Yale Universitiy



Lecture at conference on Dante and Violence, Boston University

2001 Teachers as Scholars: mini-course on Dante's Purgatorio



Lecture, Boston University Italian Studies Program

2000

"Rereading 'Donna me prega,'" Cavalcanti Conference at NYU



"Still Here: Dante after Modernism," paper in Dante 2000 Conference at Columbia University

1999

Featured Speaker (five lectures), Washington and Lee Alumni College on The World of Dante



Lecture, Smith College



Lecture, Boston University 



Lecture, Harvard University



Keynote Speaker, Conference at University of Chicago



Teachers as Scholars: mini-course on Dante's Inferno
1998

Lecture, Notre Dame



Lecture, Dante Society of America Annual Meeting



Lecture, Concluding Lecture in Trinity College Lectura Dantis Series

1997

MLA Radio Interview for PBS on the teaching of literature



Lecture at Harvard University, (Center for Literary and 



Cultural Studies



Lectures: University of West Virginia, University of Alabama, University 



of Southern California, Whitman College, Washington and Lee, Manhattan 



College, Rhodes College, Hampden-Sydney College

1996

Lecture in Trinity College Lectura Dantis Series

1995

Lecturer, Berkshire Institute for Theology and the Arts

1994     

Russell Hope Robbins Lecture, the Medieval Club of New York

1993

Lectures: Villa Serbelloni, Trinity College

1992

Lectures: Williams College, Smith, Trinity

1991

Chair, Session of the Medieval Comparative Literature Division, MLA

1990

Panel Discussion: Dante Society Annual Meeting

1989

Lectures: UC Santa Cruz, Stanford 

1988

Lectures: UC Santa Barbara, Smith Collge, University of Rochester







Chair, Open Session, Division of Medieval and Renaissance



Italian Literature and organizer of Division programs

1987

Lectures: Columbia, University of Texas at El Paso, 

    

University of Texas at Austin, University of Pennsylvania                       



"Master Teacher" for Faculty Development Seminars at Phillips University



Chair, Open Session, Medieval and Renaissance Italian



Literature, MLA and organizer of the Division programs

1986

Conference on Dante and the Bible, Florence

    

Lectures for Western Culture and Literature and the Arts  

    

courses, Stanford University            

    

Lecture, Whitman College

1985

Organizer of Symposium on Dante and Virgil, Dartmouth Dante Institute 



Lecturer, Dartmouth Dante Institute

    

Chair, session in Dartmouth Colloquium on Intertextuality



Lectures: Bryn Mawr, Stanford

1984

Chair, session on Dante, Medieval Institute, Kalamazoo 

    

Lecture, Dante Society of America, at MLA

    

Chair, session on "Feminist Readings of Epic," MLA

1983

Lectures: Boston University Colloquium on Criticism,

    

University of Pennsylvania, Yale University, Medieval     

    

Institute, Emma Willard School, Harvard New England

    

Italianists Seminar, Boston Area Colloquium in History of 

    

Psychiatry, Harvard Medical School

1982

Lectures: Dartmouth College, Villa I Tatti, Johns Hopkins 

    

(Villa Spellman, Florence)

1981

Chair, session at Dartmouth College Colloquium 

    

Lecture on Dante for Symposium "Learning in Exile," at    

    

Attica Prison, Senior Common Room of Mather House         

    

(Harvard), Bunting Institute Colloquium, Medieval         

    

Institute (special session in honor of the centenary of   

    

the Dante Society of America)

1980

Faculty Seminar (Wellesley)

    

Chair, session on Dante, Medieval Institute

    

Lectures on Dante and Boccacio, Wellesley Alumnae         

    

Summer Symposium

1979

Presentation of MLA volume on teaching Dante, MLA

1977

Lecture, Southeastern Medieval Association Conference

College Service:

2006-8

Chair, R and P Committee of Italian Studies Department



First-year Advisor

2005

Organizer of Dante Vivo conference



Distinguished Faculty Lecturer



First-year Advisor



Orientation discussion leader

2004

First-year Advisor



Orientation discussion leader



Russian Department R and P Committee

2003

Faculty advisor for Wellesley Alumnae Trip to Tuscany

First-year Advisor

2002 First-year advisor

2000-01 Committee for Extramural Graduate Fellowships

1996

Pew Faculty Seminar

1996-99 Merit Committee

1996--

Italian Department R and P Committee

1994-96

Chair, Dept. of Italian

1993-95

Committee on Faculty Appointments



Merit Committee

1993-98

Co-director, Program in Medieval and Renaissance Studies

1979-91

Chair, Dept. of Italian (except when on leave)      

1990

Committee on Faculty Appointments



Merit Committee



Whitehead Committee



Talks to Wellesley Clubs of Sta. Barbara and Los Angeles

1988

Chinese Department R and P Committee 



Search Committe, Chair in Jewish Studies

1984-86

Chair, Group of Chairs of language and literature departments

1980

Faculty Seminar



Alumnae Symposium



Wellesley Center for Research on Women, Faculty Development Review Panel



Presidential Search Committee, junior faculty representative

1979

Advisory Committee to the Committee on Faculty Appointments

Other Activities:




Board of Overseers, Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum (2009--)


Nominating Committee, Dante Society of America (2010 and 2011)


Visiting Committee, Department of Romance Languages and Literatures, Harvard University (2005)

Reader of applications for Fellowships for Guggenheim Foundation (2001 through the present), Stanford Humanities Center, and Liguria Study Center (2002-present); jury for American Academy of Rome (2008 and 2009)

Editorial Board, Dante Studies (2003-9)

Teachers as Scholars: seminar on Dante's Inferno (Fall, 1999), Dante's Purgatorio (Winter, 2001), and Dante’s Inferno (2003, 2004 and 2013).


Chair, MLA Scaglione/Marraro Prize Committee (2001)


MLA Marraro Prize Committee (1998)


MLA Advisory Committee on Foreign Languages and Literatures (1996-99)




Advisory Board, Bogliasco Foundation Liguria Study Center (2000--)


Advisory Board, Stanford Humanities Center (1996-99, 99-02)


Advisory Board, Friends of Harvard College Library (1996-99)  


Board of Overseers, Handel and Haydn Society (1996-2006)


Board of Visitors, Longy School of Music (2006--)


Chair, Visiting Review Committee for the Italian Department of 




Smith College (April, 1994)


Selection Committee, Stanford Humanities Center (1991,1992, 1998)


Council, Dante Society of America (1989-92)


Assistant Editor, Speculum (1986-99)


Chair, Medieval/Renaissance Italian Executive Division, MLA, 1987 and 1988


Director, 1988 NEH Dante Institute, Stanford University.


Participant (1985) and Co-director (1986), NEH Dante Institute, Dartmouth College


Advisory Council, Department of Comparative Literature, Princeton University (1984-91)


Reader for Princeton University Press, Yale University Press, Harvard University Press, Stanford 
University Press, Univeristy of Chicago Press, Medieval Academy, UPNE,and several journals


Selection committee for the Bunting Institute (1985)


Search Committee for President of Wellesley College


Search Committee for Director of Harvard Center for Renaissance Studies


Save Venice, Boston Chapter 


President's Council on Women, Cornell University

Professional Societies:




Dante Society of America: Council (1989-92); Publication Comm.(1993-96);

Nominating Committee (2011-12, 1994-96, Chair 1997; 1980, Chair 1981-2)) Prize Comm. (1983, Chair, 1984)


Editorial Board (2003--2008)


Phi Beta Kappa







Medieval Academy of America


Modern Language Association



