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Prelude 

Andante cantabile con variazioni performed by Musica Dolce
from Piano Trio Opus 1 Number 3 by Ludwig van Beethoven Gigi Turgeon, Violin,

Elizabeth Morse Reardon ’66, Cello
Paul Rosenbloom, Piano

Welcome 
Helen Buhr ’66 and the Rev. Dr. Tiffany Steinwert, 

Dean of Religious and Spiritual Life

Call to Worship  
Adapted from the work of Seth Carrier-Ladd Libbet Dunlop Richter ’66,

Reunion Co-Chair

Wind that whispers through the willow trees
Sun that sustains us
Water that washes over willing earth and weathered stones
Come, let us gather.

A smile shared and savored
A squeal of delight as we dance in the daisies and daffodils
The quiet joy of gathered community
Come, let us gather.

This, this is the spirit of life and love that we call forth now into this gathering
May this spirit infuse our hearts and fill our souls as we enter into this sacred time and space of 
remembrance as we celebrate the life and legacies of our beloved friends.
Come, let us gather.
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Hymn 

For the Beauty of the Earth Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint (1835–1917)
Music: Conrad Kocher (1786–1872)
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A Navajo Prayer
Sarah Stoker ’66, Interfaith Minister

In beauty may I walk
All day long may I walk
Through the returning seasons may I walk
Beautifully will I possess again
Beautifully birds, 
Beautifully joyful birds
On the trail marked with pollen may I walk
With grasshoppers about my feet may I walk
With dew about my feet may I walk
With beauty may I walk
With beauty before me may I walk
With beauty behind me may I walk
With beauty above me may I walk
With beauty all around me may I walk
In old age, wandering on a trail of beauty, lively, may I walk
In old age, wandering on a trail of beauty, living again, may I walk
It is finished in beauty.
It is finished in beauty.

Reading
1 Corinthians 12:31–13:8 The Rev. Karen Lebacqz ’66

And yet I will show you the most excellent way. If I speak in the tongues of humans or of angels, 
but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. If I give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love 
does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. Love never fails.
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Kaddish (Mourner’s Prayer)
Rabbi Avis Dimond Miller ’66

Yitgadal veyitkadash shmei rabah. 
beolmah divra chirutei veyamlich 
malchutei bechayeichon uvyomeichon 
uvchayei dechol beit yisrael ba’agalah 
uvizman kariv veimru amen.

Yehei shmei raba mevorach leolam 
ulolmei olmaya.

Yitbarach veyishtabach veyitpaar 
veyitromam veyitnasei
veyithadar veyitaleh veyithallal shmei 
dekudsha brich hu.

Le’eila min kol birchata veshirata 
tushbechata venechemata da’amiron 
be’alma veimru amen.

Yehei shelamah rabah min shemayah 
vechayim aleinu ve’al kol yisrael veimru 
amen.

Oseh shalom bimromav hu yaaseh 
shalom aleinu ve’al kol yisrael veimru 
amen.

Reflection
Diana Chapman Walsh ’66
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Kaddish Translation
Exalted and hallowed be God’s great name
in the world which God created, according to plan.
May God’s majesty be revealed in the days of our lifetime
and the life of all Israel—speedily, imminently, to which we say Amen.
Blessed be God’s great name to all eternity.
Blessed, praised, honored, exalted, extolled, glorified, adored, and lauded
be the name of the Holy Blessed One, beyond all earthly words and songs of blessing,
praise, and comfort. To which we say Amen.
May there be abundant peace from heaven, and life, for us and all Israel,
to which we say Amen.
May the One who creates harmony on high, bring peace to us and to all Israel.
To which we say Amen.

We Remember Them 
By Rabbi Sylvan Kamens and Rabbi Jack Reimer
Names are read in order of death

Tabor Williams Butler ’66, Reunion Co-Chair

At the rising of the sun and at its going down 
We remember them. 

Frances Cornelius Florence Evans
Anna (Kay) Baxter Worley         Margaret Howard

At the blowing of the wind and in the chill of winter
We remember them.

Gail Hammond Wittreich          Felicity Barnard Lynch
Margie Kaminsky Patricia Steele Calise

Elizabeth Sears Hager, Class President 1967–1971

At the opening of the buds and in the rebirth of spring
We remember them.

Alice Conner Gorlin Jane McHale Dixon
Helen Bartlett Maret Kaiv
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At the blueness of the skies and in the warmth of summer
We remember them.

Amy Victor Tatel Abby Solomon
Kathleen Johnston

Elaine Abbott French, Class President 1987–1991 
At the rustling of leaves and in the beauty of autumn
We remember them.

Jane Reardon Labys Sara Griffith Stone-Ashton
Elizabeth Anderson Hishon

At the beginning of the year and when it ends
We remember them.

Joan Edmonds Brophy               Elizabeth Bardeen Greytak
Maureen Donoghue Carlson      Hope Weissman

Dodie Williams Headington, Class President 1992–1996 
As long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us as
We remember them.

Nancy Holler Frances Green
Alison Barker Barbara Beatty Schlichting
Nancy Way Sheldon

Josie Sentner, Class President 2002–2006
When we are weary and in need of strength
We remember them.

Marilyn Ruff ErwinBarbara Munson Goff 
Susan Horton Dewhurst            Leslie Williams 

Mary Virginia Neil Donahoe, Class President 2007–2011
When we are lost and sick at heart 
We remember them.

Elizabeth Endicott Weil             Jean Bowers Post
Pamela Gray Sally LeBlanc Brinkley
Judith Kirkham Walker 
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Barbara Bywater Creed, Class President 2012–2016
When we have joy we crave to share
We remember them. 

Marion Meschter Kane              Patricia Engle
Ruth Rosenblum Sharon Stanton Russell

When we have decisions that are difficult to make
We remember them.

Molly McClelland Bloomfield
Caroline Meirs

Helene Tilleux Beale 
Alison Brunell
Lois Alex

Jeanne Lindholm Palleiko, Class President 2017–2021 
When we have achievements that are based on theirs 
We remember them.

Jaylyn Rogers Bennett                Susan Titus Goldstone 
Bonnie Baron Mayer-Sommer   Heather Symmes Cannon 
Diane Stewart Pollard              Harriet Older Dunn
Lyn Tolkoff Daniels

As long as we live, they too will live, for they are now a part of us as 
We remember them.
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The Blessing of the Irises

The Class of 1966 has gifted Wellesley College with 52 bright purple irises planted outside this very 
Chapel as a living legacy to the beloved members of our class who have passed away. Year after year the 
irises will blossom and bloom as an ever present reminder of their spirit living and growing among us. 
A dedication to them is recorded in the Wellesley College Memorials Book for all visitors to read. Let 
us join together in a communal blessing:

Home once again, we gather to honor and celebrate the lives of our classmates, those with us, 
those kept away by ill health or circumstance, and those who have passed on before us. On this 
day, we particularly remember those whose lives on earth have ended. We give thanks for all they 
were and continue to be in the memory of our hearts. May these flowers remind us of them, our 
beloved sisters, year after year, generation after generation. May these flowers dig deep roots and 
strong networks to sustain them and us and may these flowers be a sign and symbol to all who see 
them of the joy, laughter, and beauty of the lives of our sisters now and forever more. Amen.

Each Blade of Grass: A Modern Kaddish
Ellen S. Jaffe ’66, author

Every blade of grass has its angel that bends over it and whispers, “Grow, grow.” 
—The Talmud

Grass blowing in the wind
is the breath of an angel
            each blade has its own angel—its own angle, its own anger, its own stranger, 
                                                            its own danger—
            helping it grow.
Just so, the spirits of all our friends now live, 
dormant,
under grass and earth: 
may their angels, too,
blow them back to life: 
            another dimension of light,
            gathered shards to reunite the worlds.

                                                                                                              © Ellen S. Jaffe
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Hymn
Common Thread Pat Humphries
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Benediction 

A Benediction for Parting by Anonymous The Rev. Gail Carlsen ’66

We must not part, as others do,
With sighs and tears, as we were two,
Though with these outward forms, we part;
We keep each other in our heart.
What search hath found a being, where
I am not, if that thou be there?

True love hath wings, and can as soon
Survey the world, as sun and moon;
And everywhere our triumphs keep
Over absence, which makes others weep:
By which alone, a power is given
To live on earth, as they live in heaven.

Amen.

Performed by Musica Dolce

Postludes 

Valse Russe from Miniatures by Frank Bridge 

Toccata in F by Dietrich Buxtehude Margaret Angelini, organist
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