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DAVIS MUSEUM NAMES HEATHER HUGHES NEW KEMPER ASSISTANT
CURATOR OF ACADEMIC AFFAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS
WELLESLEY, Mass. – The Davis Museum at Wellesley College is
pleased to announce that Dr. Heather Hughes has been appointed the
Kemper Assistant Curator of Academic Affairs and Exhibitions,
effective January 6, 2020. As a member of the curatorial team, Hughes
will create and oversee cross-disciplinary projects, programs, and
exhibitions designed to engage faculty and students from a wide variety
of disciplines with the permanent collections at the Davis.
“A specialist in Northern European works on paper produced between
1550 and 1750, Heather brings scholarly rigor, broad art historical
knowledge, and pedagogical expertise to the Davis,” said Amanda
Gilvin, the Davis Museum’s Sonja Novak Koerner ’51 Senior Curator of
Collections and Assistant Director of Curatorial Affairs. “In her
curatorial projects and teaching, she has worked on topics ranging
from 18th-century printed textiles, Islamic manuscript painting, and
contemporary works on paper by African American artists. The Wellesley community will have many
opportunities to learn from the interdisciplinary, collaborative projects that she will lead at the Davis.”
Hughes comes to the Davis from the Saint Louis Art Museum, where she served as the Senior Research
Assistant and Study Room Manager in the Department of Prints, Drawings, and Photographs. In this
capacity, she lectured extensively in the study room and spearheaded outreach initiatives to local
universities, high schools, and community organizations. During her tenure at SLAM, she also cocurated Printing the Pastoral: Visions of the Countryside in 18th-Century Europe and the St. Louis
presentation of Dutch Painting in the Age of Rembrandt from the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. She
also contributed to the Museum’s publications for Graphic Revolution: American Printmaking 1960
to Now and The Shape of Abstraction: Selections from the Ollie Collection. She previously held
curatorial fellowships at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts in Houston, and the
Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam.
Hughes’s scholarship addresses the role of print culture in shaping early modern European discourses
surrounding gender and ethnic difference. She received her BA from Dartmouth College and her PhD
from the University of Pennsylvania. Research for her 2017 dissertation, Clothing as Culture: Delineating
National Character in Costume Prints, c. 1600–1650, was supported by a Netherland-America
Foundation Fulbright Fellowship and a Dr. Anton C. R. Dreesmann Fellowship at the Rijksmuseum.

ABOUT THE DAVIS MUSEUM
A vital resource for communities on the Wellesley College campus and beyond, the Davis Museum is
one of the oldest and most acclaimed academic fine art museums in the United States. Its signature
Rafael Moneo building houses collections that span the history of art worldwide, from antiquity to the
present. Guided by commitments to diversity and inclusion, excellence and innovation, and access for
all, the Davis is at the core of Wellesley’s liberal arts mission of educating women to make a difference
in the world. With exceptional encyclopedic holdings, rotating special exhibitions, and enriching public
programs, the Davis warmly welcomes all visitors, including scholars and students of all ages. For
visitor information: https://www.wellesley.edu/davismuseum/visit/directions.
ABOUT WELLESLEY COLLEGE AND THE ARTS
The Wellesley College arts curriculum and the highly acclaimed Davis Museum are integral components
of the College’s liberal arts education. Departments and programs from across the campus enliven the
community with world-class programming–classical and popular music, visual arts, theatre, dance,
author readings, symposia, and lectures by some of today’s leading artists and creative thinkers–most of
which are free and open to the public.
Since 1875, Wellesley College has been the preeminent liberal arts college for women. Known for its
intellectual rigor and its remarkable track record for the cultivation of women leaders in every arena,
Wellesley—only 12 miles from Boston—is home to some 2,400 undergraduates from 49 states and 58
countries.
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