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July 25, 2017
THE DAVIS MUSEUM AT WELLESLEY COLLEGE AWARDED WARHOL
FOUNDATION GRANT FOR UPCOMING EXHIBITION ON FATIMAH TUGGAR
WELLESLEY, Mass. – The Davis Museum at Wellesley
College has been awarded a grant in support of an exhibition
of the work of Nigeria born, U.S.-based multi-media artist
Fatimah Tuggar. The exhibition, which will go on view at the
Davis Museum in Fall 2019, will investigate the ways that race
and gender shape human understandings of technology and
the home. Curated by Dr. Amanda Gilvin, this will be the
artist’s largest solo exhibition to date, and it will be
accompanied by the first monographic catalogue of her work.
“Working in sculpture, video, digital photography, and virtual
reality, Fatimah Tuggar has been innovating across media for decades,” said Gilvin, Assistant Curator at
Davis Museum at Wellesley College. “This exhibition will provide opportunities for many different areas
of study including art, humanities, computer science, and more.”
In preparation for the exhibition, Gilvin will organize a series of seminars funded by the Warhol
Foundation. During five sessions, international artists and scholars will discuss Tuggar’s work with
Wellesley faculty members from the arts, humanities, social sciences, natural sciences, and computer
sciences. These conversations will help shape the catalogue and the exhibition’s public programs.
In order to support a planned commission of a new artwork in augmented reality, Gilvin will travel to
Kano, Nigeria, where the artist will be doing her own research into the indigo-dying industry. In Lagos,
she will conduct further conversations with the artist, as well as with Nigeria-based new media scholars,
artists and producers. Gilvin will also visit four sites of digital innovation. In addition to attending the
2017 Fak’Ugesi African Digital Innovation Festival in Johannesburg, she will meet with artists and
curators working with virtual reality and augmented reality in London, New York, and Los Angeles.
About Fatimah Tuggar
Multi-media artist Fatimah Tuggar uses technology as both a medium and a subject in her work to serve
as metaphors for power relationships. She combines objects, images and sounds from diverse cultures,
geographies, and histories to comment on how media and technology diversely impact local and global

realities. She received her MFA from Yale University, and has been in exhibitions around the world at
institutions such as the Museum of Modern Art (New York), The Whitney Museum of American Art
New York), Brooklyn Museum of Art (New York), and Mori Art Museum (Tokyo). Tuggar is currently an
associate professor at the Kansas City Art Institute.
ABOUT THE WARHOL FOUNDATION
The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts was established in 1987. In accordance with Andy
Warhol's will, its mission is the advancement of the visual arts. The Foundation's objective is to foster
innovative artistic expression and the creative process by encouraging and supporting cultural
organizations that in turn, directly or indirectly, support artists and their work. The Foundation values
the contribution these organizations make to artists and audiences and to society as a whole by
supporting, exhibiting and interpreting a broad spectrum of contemporary artistic practice.
ABOUT THE DAVIS MUSEUM
One of the oldest and most acclaimed academic fine arts museums in the United States, the Davis
Museum is a vital force in the intellectual, pedagogical and social life of Wellesley College. It seeks to
create an environment that encourages visual literacy, inspires new ideas, and fosters involvement with
the arts both within the College and the larger community.
ABOUT WELLESLEY COLLEGE AND THE ARTS
The Wellesley College arts curriculum and the highly acclaimed Davis Museum are integral components
of the College’s liberal arts education. Departments and programs from across the campus enliven the
community with world-class programming– classical and popular music, visual arts, theatre, dance,
author readings, symposia, and lectures by some of today’s leading artists and creative thinkers–most
of which are free and open to the public.
Since 1875, Wellesley College has been the preeminent liberal arts college for women. Known for its
intellectual rigor and its remarkable track record for the cultivation of women leaders in every arena,
Wellesley—only 12 miles from Boston—is home to some 2,400 undergraduates from 49 states and 58
countries.
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