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The Year in Review
  1994-95 has been an especially busy and exciting year. September found us moving into beautiful new quarters on the fourth floor of Founders Hall. We hosted a workshop on Interdisciplinary German Studies for faculty from over a dozen New England colleges and universities. We welcomed German feminist linguist, Dr. Luise Pusch who gave a lecture entitled "Bach's Daughters," and in one German class shared her databank of famous women. (See "Books to Read"). ** Our faculty and students have been very active in performances this year. At Halloween we participated in the annual "Readings in Horror" to a packed audience. German Club members participated in the New England German Drama Day. In February a group performed "Gestures, Visions, Dreams: stations of Expressionist Drama," in conjunction with an exhibit at the Davis Museum that featured gestural drawings by E. L. Kirchner and E. Schiele. April saw a production of "Poetry in the Park," a multi-lingual festival, in which many of our students read or recited poems in German. ** The high point of the year came on December 15, 1994, when we inaugurated our department library, naming it for Ruth Deutsch. Prof. Deutsch, who retired in 1977, generously gave us many books from her personal library. Other books have been added from the estate of Magdalene Schindelin, Assoc. Professor emerita, who passed away in New Haven last spring. The Ruth Deutsch Library (FND 405) gives us and our students a convenient and pleasant place to gather and to study. ** We will be 
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honoring a great group of graduates this 

June, three majors in Language and Literature, three in German Studies, and our first minor. A number of them are featured in "Wegweiser Nachrichten" and "Wellesley-in-Konstanz." Last June I enjoyed visits with three alumnae, Teresa Adams ('81) in Frankfurt, Christine Pearson ('90) in Stuttgart, and Margie Berle Nubbemeyer ('74) in Berlin (see Alumnae Aktuell). We continue to ask you to contact us by mail or email with your news. Our current students are very interested in finding out "welche Wege Sie gegangen sind." We look forward to hearing from you and to greeting you personally at your next reunion in Founders 405/407.




Margaret E. Ward, Chair
Honoring Ruth Deutsch, long-time Wellesley faculty member

Front row, left to right: Margaret Carroll, daughter of Ruth Deutsch (Assoc. Professor of Art at Wellesley), Ruth Deutsch, and Tanja Zöllner-1994-95 Konstanz Exchange student. Back row: Maria Lesser, '95, Davina Vora, '95

WELLESLEY-IN-KONSTANZ 
News from the Program Director: Last year the department added the option of spending just one semester in Konstanz. For the 1995-96 academic year, three full-time students and one spring-semester student have been admitted to the program. 



Thomas Nolden
Excerpts from Semesterberichte: 
  Wenn ein Wort mein Sommersemester in Konstanz beschreiben sollte, dann wäre es: Bodensee. Im Mai war der See so kalt von der Schneeschmelze, daß ich nur die Füße kurz 'reintunkte, aber am Hörnle sammelten sich die Studenten schon am Wochenende zum Sonnen und Spielen. Im Juni wurde es langsam wärmer, so daß ich es im Wasser einige Minuten aushalten konnte. Im Juli war die Luft so heiß, daß der See die einzige Zuflucht wurde.... Zum Teil die schönsten Erinnerungen, die ich vom ganzen Jahr in Konstanz habe, sind diese faulen und lustigen Stunden, die ich am Bodensee verbracht habe.... Jeden Tag ging ich morgens zur Vorlesung in die Universität und anschließend zum Lernen in die Bibliothek. Ich spürte viel weniger Druck zum Lernen, als ich es hier in Wellesley empfinde. Aber ich lernte trotz-dem! Weil mich das Material interessierte, weil es Spaß machte, Neues zu entdecken, weil ich stolz war, als ich für eine Aufgabe eine Lösung fand, habe ich von mir aus die Bücher aufgeschlagen.... Am konzentrier​testen arbeitete ich für einen Kurs in Geschichte. Ein Schein war nur durch eine mündliche Prüfung erhältlich. Ich hatte noch nie zuvor eine mündliche Prüfung 

ablegen müssen und jetzt gleich auf 

deutsch! Nach fünfunddreißig Minuten war ich fertig und hatte bestanden. Voller Stolz und Freude lief ich zur Mensa, um es allen am Mittagstisch mitzuteilen.



Katharine E. Witgert, '95
Ich habe wenig Schöneres als Konstanz im Sommer gesehen. Am ersten Tag, wo die Sonne richtig schien, war ich in der Stadt. Die Tische vor den Cafés waren draußen und natürlich gab es keinen einzigen Platz frei. Es gab auch keinen einzigen Menschen ohne ein Eis in der Hand -natürlich mußte ich mitmachen. Das Eis in der Altstadt war so lecker - es gibt nichts wie Nuß-, Schokoladen-, und Bananeneis in einer Waffel. Im Winter hätte ich nie gedacht, daß so viele Leute in Konstanz wohnen. Dazu gab es auch die Touristen, hunderte von Touristen.  Man konnte unglaublich viele verschiedene Sprachen hören. Ich fühlte mich, als ob ich Ferien machte, nicht als ob ich in Konstanz zum Studieren war.... Bald danach war es wieder Zeit daran zu denken, wieder nach Hause zu gehen. Ich war zufrieden - ich habe Kurse belegt, die ich wirklich gern hatte, ich habe Sommer in Konstanz genossen und ich bin gereist. Nach einem Jahr bei einer größeren europäischen Universität weiß ich aber auch, was das Gute an Wellesley ist. Es gibt keine riesigen Vorlesungen, es gibt Professoren, die Zeit haben, Studentinnen zu beraten und in den Wohnheimen wohnen die Leute auf einem Stock, als ob sie eine Familie wären.    


Valentina Zic, '95
WORDS TO KNOW
Ostalgie: Erinnerungen an Trabireparaturen und Schlangestehen.

McJobs: Schlecht bezahlte Arbeitsplätze.

Mapas: "Die Neuen Väter" die die Rolle der Mutter unterstützen. Kurzform für Mama und Papa in einem. Berühmte Mapas: Dustin Hoffman in "Kramer gegen Kramer" oder Robin Williams als "Mrs. Doubtfire". 

WELLESLEY-IN-KONSTANZ 
Ich fühle mich wirklich wie zu Hause hier. Einfach gesagt: Konstanz gefällt mir sehr. Obwohl ich auch manchmal Heimweh und Schwierigkeiten gehabt habe, war das Semester wirklich toll.... In der ersten Woche haben wir die organizatorischen "Probleme" durchgearbeitet. Da war die Versicherung, die Eröffnung eines Kontos bei der Deutschen Bank, die Anmeldung beim Ausländeramt, die Besprechung von Vorlesungen, usw. Frau Dreher hat alles für uns vorbereitet und hat uns viel dabei geholfen.... Für mich war es so, daß ich mich sehr gut mit meinen Mitbewohnern im Wohnheim verstanden habe. Es gibt 16 von uns auf dem Stockwerk. Neun davon sind Deutsche. Unter den Ausländern gibt es vier Franzosen, eine Tschechin, eine Polin und mich.... "Neudeutsch" habe ich wirklich toll gefunden. Wir haben Themen über Neuheiten und Besonderheiten in der deutschen Sprache behandelt. Themen wie die politische Sprache, Probleme der "Sie"

und "Du" Anrede, die deutsche Sprache in der Werbung, Wendedeutsch und über das Schimpfen. Ich habe ein Referat über euphemistische Tendenzen in der deutschen Sprache gehalten. Ich habe Neudeutsch sehr praktisch gefunden. Die Themen behandelten was man jeden Tag im Gespräch mit Deutschen hört, was man in der Zeitung liest und was man im Fernsehen sieht.




Maria Lesser, '95
Maria Lesser, '95 and Clara Oberle, German student studying at 

Wellesley and Teaching Assistant for William Donahue for the 1995 Wintersession Intensive Beginning German course.

Tanja Zöllner, this year's Konstanz student writes: When I think back to my first days at Wellesley and in the United States, I remember my confusion about the common greeting ritual. I was frequently just about to respond to the nice person who greeted me with "Hi, how are you?" when she passed by me. When I opened my mouth, she was already 10 feet behind me. "Hey Tanja, how are you doing?", "Hi, what's up?", "Hi, how are you today?" were thrown into my face and I never seemed quick enough to give an appropriate response. Usually I could manage a "Fine" and was just about to start telling what is going on in my life when I heard "Oh good! Bye (pronounced: baaaaaai)! See you later." I'm still not used to it but I trained myself to respond quickly enough with a "Good, how are you?" The Wellesley schedule keeps everybody busy all the time. Loads of readings and due dates all the time. It is as if Wellesley life is conceptualized as studying and every​thing else you do is a study break. I will always remember the nights in the computer lab with Maria when we were both trying to get our papers done that were due the next day. After such computer lab marathons I have always felt proud that I could do it. I don't mind the work and am even enjoying it because my classes are extremely interesting and exciting. Here I can do exactly what I love to do--women's studies, even in classes that are not women's studies. Professors here are so devoted, supportive, and approachable, it is unbelievable! Oh, how I will miss it! I don't want to go back to Konstanz when I think of the curriculum and classes. On the other hand, I am quite sick of dorm life and can't wait to live in my own apartment again.

ALUMNAE AKTUELL

Class of '74

Margie Berle Nubbemeyer who made it back to Wellesley for the first time since graduation last June, got a personal taste of what it meant to have the American military withdraw from Berlin last summer. She had been teaching at the American High School for a number of years which "closed forever."... She is now teaching full-time at a neighborhood German school. Her daughter, Louise, who attends the dual-language JFK School in Berlin, is an accomplished cellist. Margaret Ward enjoyed a picnic at the Nubbemeyers' in Berlin on a steamy afternoon in June only a few weeks after Margie's visit to Wellesley. (See photo)

Class of '82
Margaret Loebl of Mexico City was promoted to treasurer of General Motors de Mexico, GM's vehicle assembly and component manufacturing operation in Mexico. In addition to her treasury responsibilities, Margaret oversees the operation's tax and legal staffs. She has been with GM's corporate treasurer's office since 1987, most recently as director of GM Corporation overseas mergers and acquisitions activity. Margaret completed her German major at Wellesley and then received her M.B.A. from the Univ. of Chicago Graduate School of Business in 1986.                                 
Class of '93
Christina Banish (Lopez) and her husband moved to Japan for a year where she taught English. She is now back in Boston and is hoping to get into Wellesley's 5th year teacher certification 

program. In June of 1996 she and her husband will be returning to Japan for 3-5 years. Christina is currently studying Japanese. Although German does not currently play a direct role in her life, it has given her the confidence that she has the tools and ability to learn a new language, which helps immensely, since Japanese can be a frustrating language to learn, she reports.

Allison Dye has returned to the States after a year as a Fulbright teaching assistant in Cottbus in the former East Germany. In her letter she enclosed some standing room only tickets "anläßlich des Besuchs von Präsident Clinton, Dienstag, 12. Juni 1994, 13.00 Uhr Berlin-Brandenburger Tor." Unfor​tunately they arrived too late for German Department faculty to attend!

Hilde Werschkul writes from Vienna, where she has been studying this year on a fellowship. She is happily spending a lot of time at both the Art Historical Museum and the Museum of Applied Arts. 

----------------------------------------------------

Errata

In our last newsletter we incorrectly listed Dr. Theresa J. Thomas as living in California. She lives in New Hampshire.

----------------------------------------------------

Meredith Dear, '89 and Margie Berle Nubbemeyer at Wellesley's reunion, June 1994

OUR STUDENTS WRITE
Wenn ich ein Vöglein wäre: A sampling of parodies written by Beginning German students in Jean Leventhal's class, 1994.
Wenn ich eine Blume wäre

Und auch goldene Farbe hätte,

Würde ich dein Herz schmücken.

Weil's aber nicht sein kann,

Werde ich dir Blumen schenken.



Andrea Santos, '96
Wenn ich eine Blume wär;

Und auch einen schönen Kopf hätt',

Würde ich in dem Wind tanzen.

Ich wäre die gelbe Sonne 

in einem grauen Regen.



Nadia Gold, '95
Wenn ich eine Spinne wäre

Mit vielen Händen,

Ginge ich überall,

Um den Menschen zu helfen

Abholen den Abfall.



Amy Basile, '96
Wenn ich nur zu Hause wäre,

Wäre ich bei meinem Schatz.

Weil es aber nicht kann sein,

Bin ich traurig und allein.



Jennifer Watrous, CE
----------------------------------------------

Eowyn Jones, '95:
  After a year of integration at the Univerisity of Konstanz, West Germany, I was able to experience life in the former East. My intention of getting a summer job to help pay for the next school year turned into the opportunity of a life time. I got a job as a German teacher for U.S. exchange students planning on staying in the country for a year with the Youth for Under​standing organization, which offered a language and orientation class to prepare them for living with local families, going 

to German school and getting used to a new setting. I was assigned to a small town near Chemnitz, formerly called Karl-Marx-Stadt, in Saxony. "What is really different about the East?" was the question I asked myself as I saw a huge, modern Coca-Cola factory with hundreds of 16-wheelers ready to deliver the unbeatable feeling of Coke throughout the country. The wrinkles on the Eastern side of the curtain are rapidly being ironed out by the hot steam of westernizing capitalism. What cannot be smoothed out as fast, however, are the culture, mentality, and convictions of the people resulting from years of education in a hermetic political and ideological system. There was a rush of acquiring material goods. A car was the first big purchase for most, although many spoke affectionately of their "Trabi." Taste buds are challenged as exotic products flood the supermarket shelves. Banks are popping up and spreading like mushrooms. American-style shopping malls are the greatest attraction in town. Times are flourishing for those who have jobs. Unfortunately employment security has disappeared. Although authorities are still investigating Stasi files and punishing criminal acts, most people are trying to forget and get on with everyday life. Those who submitted to the system and its ideology had a relatively peaceful life and now enjoy the best of both worlds. But those who, out of conviction, had to live in opposition to the socialist regime, had a very rough time of it indeed and still suffer from it. 

  More than half of my students decided to stay in the East for the whole year. I would like to wish them all a year of many rich experiences and a fun time with what Mark Twain called "die schreckliche deutsche Sprache."

WEGWEISER NACHRICHTEN

Focus on Faculty
  This year we felt lucky to have William Donahue on our staff. He has proved to be a popular instructor of Beginning German, who taught our Winter Session course as well. He will be finishing his Ph.D. at Harvard this June with a thesis on Elias Canetti. We wish him well as he goes on to Rutgers University. Our paths may cross in Konstanz, since Rutgers, like Wellesley has its program abroad there. Alles Gute!

  After another three-year term as chair of the department Margaret E. Ward is turning the baton over to Thomas S. Hansen. This year Margaret has been active in the college-wide curricular review and has introduced a German cinema course. Her writing course, Views of Berlin, utilizes the Daedalus Integrated Writing System and meets in a fully networked electronic classroom.

IN MEMORIAM: 

Magdalene Schindelin: 1897-1994

Barbara Salditt: 1903-1994
  In a sense, I met Barbara Salditt too late. For years I had known that a retired member of our department lived nearby in Holliston, but she was really only known to me by her penciled signature in books from our departmental library. When Magdalene Schindelin died last spring however, I realized that Barbara Salditt was a last link to that generation. She had left Germany in the mid-1920s, escaping the poverty and depression that followed World War I. She received her B.A. from Rockford College in 1929 and her Ph.D from the University of Chicago in 1930. She came to Wellesley in 1932, retiring 36 years later in 1968. She had been 

confined to bed a few months before my first visit. Although nearly blind, she was full of spirit and mental energy, desiring to speak and hear her beloved mother tongue. She told me stories of Wellesley's German Department, of how she and Professor Nathalie Wipplinger (her great mentor) would spend their pay checks on CARE packages for German relatives which they would lug on foot to the town post-office. On the day she retired, she took President Ruth Adams aside and pressed into her hand a five dollar gold piece she had gotten from the bank when she cashed her first Wellesley pay check. She told President Adams, "I wish Wellesley always to remain on the educational gold standard." The coin is now deposited in the archives.... Few today can imagine what it must have been like for her to teach her native Language and Culture in the 1930's and 40's. She loved nature and solitude and would sometimes drive to the sea-shore and walk along the beaches. She must have mentioned such outings because one day a concerned student told her of a rumor that she was believed to be contacting German submarines!... I spent many hours reading aloud to her at her bedside. In one of the books I took from the shelf I found a note written to Miss Salditt by Brooke Bryan (Farkas) of the class of 1959. I knew why the paper had been saved when I read the text: "Ich möchte das Unmögliche versuchen, d.h. Ihnen für alles danken, was ich von Ihnen gelernt habe! Es hat mich sehr erfreut, Ihre Studentin zu sein." It gave her great joy to encounter this short document again. Teachers frequently wonder, "Was it any use?" Failures are easily discerned, but harder to calcu​late are the achievements. This short testimony of a grateful student--who later became a teacher herself--was an eloquent reminder of such achievement.





Thomas S. Hansen
WEGWEISER NACHRICHTEN
Congratulations:

Asst. Professor Jean Leventhal published her first book: Echoes in the Text: Musical Citation in German Narratives from Theodor Fontane to Martin Walser (Peter Lang)

-----------------------------------------------------

Maria Lesser, '95 and Valentina Zic, '95 were awarded Fulbright teaching assistant scholarships. Maria will be a teaching in Schleswig-Holstein, Germany, and Valentina in Innsbruck, Austria in 1995-96.

Jennifer Park, '96 received an internship at the Bank of Austria in Vienna for the summer of 1995.

-----------------------------------------------------

The following prizes were awarded by the German Department:

Ethel Folger Williams Sophomore Prize: Jennifer Park, '94

Natalie Wipplinger Senior Prize:
Karen Huie, '93

Ann Pingoud, '94

-----------------------------------------------------

THANK YOU
Antonine Hess Gal, '62 made a very generous donation of $1,000 to the department. Half of it was added to the principal for department prizes and the rest was used to beautify our new library. 

-----------------------------------------------------

BOOKS TO READ:

To Paint Her Life: Charlotte Salomon in the Nazi Era, Mary Lowenthal Felstiner. New York: Harper Collins, 1994.

Mütter berühmter Männer, Luise F. Pusch. Insel Taschenbuch 1356, 1994.

Wir haben immer Zeit für eine Fete: Kathy Witgert, Songmee Choi, Eowyn Jones, Davina Vora, Maria Lesser.

Poetry in the Park '94: German Club members perform "Merlin" by Tankred Dorst: Carolyn Sprower, Andrea Santos, Jennifer Park, Davina Vora, Rebecca Wood, Soyun Kim. (Director: Thomas Nolden)

Senior Tea, May 1994: Ann Pingoud, Nina Klein, Abigail Cullity, Jill Stephenson, Carrie Lascell.

WEGWEISER CHALLENGE


Lösung zu Rätsel in Wellesley Wegweiser, Erste Ausgabe

Johann Wolfgang Goethe:
Hingesunken alten Träumen,

Buhlst mit Rosen,

sprichst mit Bäumen.

Statt der Mädchen,

Statt der Weisen;

Können das nicht löblich preisen.
This newsletter is published by the Department of 
German, Wellesley College, 106 Central Street, Wellesley, MA 02181-8252, 617-283-2584, Fax Nr. 617-283-3639, e-mail: Username@wellesley.edu

Wird die deutsche Sprache einfacher? 

Zur neuen Rechtschreibungsreform

  Vorerst muß die Antwort auf diese Frage "nein" bleiben. Jedoch steht die deutsche Sprache zum ersten Mal seit 1901 vor einer Vereinfachung ihrer manchmal vertrackten Orthographie. Die neue Rechtschreibungsreform hat zum Ziel, Ausnahmefälle und unlogische Varianten in der Schreibweise zu beseitigen, damit es vor allem Schülern leichter fällt, ihre Muttersprache zu schreiben. Sprachwissen​schaftler und Kultusbeamte aus den deutschsprachigen Ländern werden Ende 1995 ein Abkommen unterzeichnen, das die neue Regelung für fünf Jahre in Kraft setzt. Was soll konkret reformiert werden? Zunächst soll die Schreibweise von Fremdwörtern dem Deutschen angepaßt werden: Asfalt und Ortografie statt Asphalt und Orthographie. Vom Gebrauch des geliebten Eszett (ß) werden sich manche trennen müssen. In Zukunft soll im Deutschen ss immer auf einen kurzen Vokal folgen: Fluss, Kuss, er isst, sie lässt, es muss. Aber fortan nach langem Vokal: der Fuß, das Maß usw. Die Konjunktion daß wird auch schlichtweg zu dass vereinfacht, eine Änderung, die den häufigsten Schreib​fehler deutscher Schüler beseitigt. Man wird künftig mehr groß als klein schreiben: in Bezug auf, Pleite gehen, Mittwochabend, und heute Abend.  Das st darf man auch trennen: Kis-te, flüs-tern. Künftig gilt auch die Worttrennung am Zeilenende ba-cken und Zu-cker statt bak-ken und Zuk-ker. Spätestens bis zum Jahre 2001 soll diese Recht​schreib​ungs​reform verbindlich sein.  Meinen Sie, dass das ein Frefel und eine Katastrofe ist? Dieses Kommunikee soll nicht Bange machen, sondern bloss informieren, dass Sie manches im Voraus wissen.





Thomas S. Hansen
