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A Consortium of Vassar College, Wellesley College and Wesleyan University

Welcome to the E.C.Co. Program in Bologna! We want your study abroad experience to be as enriching and fulfilling as possible. The following pages contain important information about all aspects of your upcoming semester or year.  Please read through all of the sections and follow the suggestions and requirements provided.

Departure Date from US:  
Tuesday, August 17th (arrival in Bologna, Wednesday, August 18th)

Departure Date from Italy:  
Wednesday, December 22nd
COVID REQUIREMENTS

WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND THAT YOU COME TO ITALY FULLY VACCINATED.  YOU WILL NEED TO SHOW PROOF OF A NEGATIVE COVID TEST BEFORE BEING ALLOWED TO BOARD YOUR PLANE ON YOUR OUTWARD JOURNEY.  WE WILL LET YOU KNOW IF THAT TEST HAS TO BE TAKEN 48 OR 72 HOURS PRIOR TO DEPARTURE. 

DURING THE PROGRAM YOU WILL BE TESTED REGULARLY.  MASK WEARING AND SOCIAL DISTANCING PRACTICES WILL BE IN FORCE IN THE E.C.Co OFFICE, CLASSROOMS AND STUDENTATI, AS WELL AS ON SOCIAL OCCASIONS.  YOU WILL ALSO BE TESTED PRIOR TO YOUR RETURN TO THE US IN DECEMBER.

For Bologna area Covid updates, see:

https://salute.regione.emilia-romagna.it/tutto-sul-coronavirus/bollettini-quotidiani/
MANDATORY ORIENTATION

The orientation program is an intensive review of Italian language and culture and an introduction to life in Italy. Due to COVID-19, the orientation program will take place in Bologna as opposed to Lecce in Fall 2021. This portion of the program will be mandatory for all students and the cost will be included in the program fee. 

During orientation, students will be placed in intensive language classes designed not only to improve their reading, writing, and speaking skills, but also to help them gain a better understanding of Italian culture. Classes meet in the morning and the afternoon and are integrated with a variety of cultural activities.

Orientation Housing

For the first two weeks of the program, students will be housed in 3- or 4-star hotels in the city of Bologna. They will lodge there until the morning of September 2nd when they move to University of Bologna residences where they will live for the remained of the program.  If Covid-19 restrictions make it necessary to quarantine, students will be housed in single rooms for the duration of their hotel stay.  They will not be allowed to leave their rooms.  Food will be supplied to students through local caterers.  Students will be responsible for cleaning their own rooms and changing their bed sheets.  The program will supply all necessary cleaning materials. The current requirement is that new arrivals to Italy quarantine for 10 days. In the eventuality that no quarantine period is necessary, students will still spend the first two weeks of the program in a hotel until the University of Bologna residences open. In this case, they will be lodged in double rooms and will receive an allowance to purchase their own food or eat out.
E.C.Co IN BOLOGNA
University of Bologna Housing
The University of Bologna has provided us lodgings in its own studentati (dorms).  Most of these twenty or so residences are located in the center of the city near the University. Some are a short bus-ride away from the City center.  Most rooms are doubles. They consist of a living space, a study space, a private bath, and a small kitchen.  The studentati provide one set of sheets, a pillow and a blanket but no towels, so plan to bring some towels or to buy some as soon as you arrive.  Pay-to-use washing machines and dryers are available in the dorms at reasonable prices. Students are placed in double rooms with same sex Italian-speaking roommates.  The rooms compare favorably with American dorm rooms.  Rooms do not have telephones; however, all students purchase cell phones or Sim cards upon arrival. In the dorms there is Internet access. 

In addition, the Program will provide a partial food allowance for the semester of 13 euros per day which may be spent in the University dining hall (mensa) or to purchase food that you prepare yourself or to eat out.  You will receive disbursements at pre-announced dates throughout the semester. (You will receive a calendar outlining these dates when you arrive in Bologna).  It will be your responsibility to manage these funds.  Thus you will have three options for food: prepare your own food in your room, or eat at the University mensa or eat out. 

As well, you will receive up to 100 euros per semester to subsidize cultural and extra curricular activities.  You will not receive this sum automatically.  Rather, you will produce receipts and will be reimbursed for your expenses.  Receipts should be submitted to the assistant director. The calendar you will receive will outline the dates a) by which you must submit receipts and b) on which you will receive reimbursement for approved activities. (e.g. students will be reimbursed 100% the cost of a ticket to a film in Italian and 0% for a ticket to an English language film in the original — i.e. no dubbing. Museum entrances, some train fares, and other similar activities are all eligible for possible reimbursement.) 

Costs

The comprehensive program fee for the Fall 2021 semester in Bologna is has been stated on your acceptance letter to the program. Vassar, Wellesley, and Wesleyan students will be billed through their student account. Outside students should check with their home institution to see how billing works on their campus. Tuition, round-trip group flight, excursions, room and an allowance to partially cover costs of food are included in this fee.

REGISTER WITH THE US DEPARTMENT OF STATE
If you are a US citizen, you are MUST to register on the US Department of State website at https://step.state.gov/step/ before you leave the country.

PASSPORTS
You will need a valid passport with an expiration date at least six months beyond the end of the program. Record the number of the passport before you leave the U.S., in case you lose it while abroad.  Leave the number with your family. Also keep a copy in your wallet, calendar or address book. 

It is prudent to bring a notarized copy of your birth certificate, a handy document should you lose your passport and need to apply for a new one. 

LETTERS OF CERTIFICATION
A letter of acceptance in Italian in two copies (original plus one copy), signed by the Resident Director and embossed with the official E.C.CO seal, certifying that you are a student of a U.S. college studying in the Eastern College Consortium Program will be sent to you.  These letters are needed for the visa application process.

The copy with the official Italian Consulate seal will be returned to you together with your visa. You must keep them with your passport as you will need them in order to enter the country and apply for the Italian Residence Permit once in Italy. 

IMMUNIZATIONS
No shots are necessary for Italy. You should check with your personal physician or schedule a travel consultation at your school’s health center to discuss which shots are advisable for travelers to non-European countries. This is especially important if you plan to visit countries in Africa or the Middle East. It is a very good idea to carry with you a record of your immunizations. Important note:  students in the fall 2021 program will not be allowed to travel outside Italy.
WEATHER INFORMATION
Bologna has a continental climate with all four seasons. Winter may be slightly milder than in the Northeast, with less snow, but much rain, fog and below freezing temperatures. The winter in Bologna is comparable to winter in Middletown, Poughkeepsie, and Boston. Italians maintain lower in-door temperatures. Bring warm winter clothes, an overcoat and sweaters.  For current weather conditions you can go to http://www.wunderground.com/global/stations/16140.html.

COMPUTERS
Computers are available in all student residences however there are no public printers. Students may use the printer in the office during normal business hours or a printer at one of the many internet cafes throughout the city where you can print at a reasonable cost. The E.C.Co office also has a wireless internet connection and two computers for student use but they a) may be used only when class is not in session and b) cannot be used for composition.

If you decide to bring your laptop, please check to make sure that it accepts European voltage 220V. You should also purchase insurance with replacement coverage in case your laptop is lost or stolen. Often this can be done through your parents’ homeowner’s policy or a laptop insurer. USB or flash memory sticks are handy for transferring files.

OTHER APPLIANCES
Italy uses 220V voltage, rather than 120V.  If you intend on bringing any small appliances such as a hair dryer or electric razor you will need a converter for both the plug and the current.  Most students prefer to purchase small appliances once they arrive in Italy rather than use converters.

A travel alarm clock is also a useful thing to pack.  We will have a few early mornings and clocks are not provided in most accommodations. 

EYEGLASSES
If you wear eyeglasses, it is wise to bring an extra pair, or at least the prescription. Should it be necessary for you to have a pair of glasses sent to you in Italy, Italian Customs (dogana) will charge you for the import. We advise the sender to write “used clothing” or “used supplies” on the customs slip. For contact lens wearers, pack enough cleaner and contact solution for your entire stay. 

MEDICATIONS
If you take any prescription medications, you should bring enough for the duration of your stay since it is not possible to have prescription medications mailed to you in Italy because of strict government regulations. All medications should be in their original container from the pharmacy and labeled accordingly. You should also bring a copy of your prescriptions in case of an emergency. 

MONEY MATTERS
The European Union monetary unit is the Euro (€). The euro is similar to the U.S. dollar in that it is subdivided into 100 cents. There are 8 euro coins denominated in 2 and 1 euros, then 50, 20, 10, 5, 2 and 1 cents. There are seven euro notes that are differently sized and colored, and come in denominations of 500, 200, 100, 50, 20, 10 and 5. Euro coins and notes can be used in every other EU member country. For more information on the euro, go to http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Euro
ATMs

Automatic teller machines are an easy way to transfer money and exchange currency. ATMs connected to international networks such as Cirrus and Plus allow you to make cash withdrawals in the local currency directly from your bank account in the US. Before leaving the US, check with your local bank and credit card company about fees and whether your ATM will work overseas. Be sure to inform your bank that you will be in Italy and perhaps other countries for the period of study.  

CASH
If you bring some cash with you to Italy, exchange it into Euros at your bank in the US. Local banks only exchange currency for account holders, and currency exchange offices at airports charge substantial fees.

CREDIT CARDS
Most major credit cards are accepted abroad. A credit card can be very useful for in the case of an emergency. The credit card should be in your name and you should verify your credit limit before you leave the US. In some countries you may have to show a picture ID when you pay with a credit card. In addition, you should notify your credit card company that you will be abroad for an extended period of time. When they see charges on your card from a foreign country they may assume that your card has been stolen and suspend your account. 

CELL PHONES
In Italy, 90% of all cell phone users have pay-as-you-go (also known as prepaid) cellular service. At any point, you can check your remaining available credit and add more talk time by going to a magazine stand, gas station or convenience store. Students staying in Italy should consider purchasing a cell phone with an Italian pre-paid SIM card. There are plenty of cell phone stores in Italy that offer a wide selection of cellular phones and SIM cards. The three main providers for prepaid cell service in Italy are TIM, Vodaphone and Wind. While outgoing rates are not as cheap as they are in the US, all incoming calls (including calls from abroad) are free in Italy. If you plan on using your American smart phone with an Italian SIM card you should contact your provider before you leave the US and check if the device is, or can be, unlocked for use abroad.
SKYPE
You can also use the internet to make international calls by downloading the program Skype to your computer. There are several Skype options. For more information, you can visit www.skype.com. 

CARRY-ON AND CHECKED LUGGAGE
Please refer to the US Transportation Security Authority website for the most up-to- date information on what items may and may not be in carry-on luggage: https://www.tsa.gov/travel/travel-tips/travel-checklist
Airlines have cut back on luggage allowances and now only permit one checked bag, one carry-on and one personal item without a baggage fee.  If you have any questions, you should call the airline directly or check the size and weight restrictions online since they change frequently. 

A word of caution –most students bring too much! Remember that you may need room for what you acquire during your stay in Italy.  Students often like to bring things back from Italy and always regret that, having brought so much with them, they have little room left to carry back their purchases.  Bring about half of what you think you will need and either bring a close to empty suitcase or know that you can buy an inexpensive one in Italy for your return. Some students recommend bringing towels, a week-end backpack, and converters for your camera or iPod.  Sleeping bags are not usually necessary in youth hostels but a "sleep sack" is a good idea.  This is essentially a bottom sheet sewn to a top sheet and folded into a neat little package that takes up very little space.  They can be purchased in travel catalogs.

CHECKLIST

Please review the following list before you leave for Italy.  It is important to bring multiple photocopies of some of the items.  Store these copies in a different place from the originals.

Passport



2 copies of the first page









with photo and visa page

Student visa 



(this will be glued into 

your passport)





Letter of acceptance in Italian
2 copies






Affidavit of financial support
2 copies






Proof of health insurance 

including evacuation and

repatriation



2 copies






Photocopies of the front and 
1 copy







back of your credit cards and 

phone numbers for card re-

placement.

Photocopies of anything else 
1 copy







you keep in your wallet that 

would need to be

replaced if it was lost or stolen

An extra notarized copy of your birth certificate

(in case you lose your passport)










Enough money to cover 
personal expenses










Medical prescriptions and medication supply








(Plan to take a full supply of your medications because drugs cannot be sent to Italy)
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Preliminary Calendar for Fall 2021
Bologna, Fall 2021
August 17: 


Group flight departs from New York

August 18: 


Arrival in Bologna
August 19:
Orientation 1 (via Zoom if in quarantine; in E.C.C.o office if no quarantine is required)
August 20:
Orientation 2 (via Zoom if in quarantine; in E.C.C.o office if no quarantine is required)

August 20 - September 20:  
Intensive Language and Culture course (first two weeks via Zoom if in quarantine, in E.CC.O office thereafter; entirely in E.C.C.o office if no quarantine is required)
September 20:               
UniBo courses begin
September 27:

E.C.Co. courses begin

October 5:


Writing Workshop begins

     December 6 – December 7: Writing Workshop Exams

    December 13-December 16: E.C.Co. Final Exams

  December 22: 

Group flight returns to New York
Please Note: This is a preliminary schedule for planning purposes. The actual dates may vary slightly, but the beginning and end dates are confirmed.
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Bologna Academic Worksheet

Fall 2021 semester:

Intensive Italian for Academic Purposes:




1.0 credit*

Writing Workshop







.5 credit*
Any other E.C.Co. course






1 credit

Any University of Bologna (Unibo) course




1 credit 

* Indicates mandatory course for all students.
Notes: 

· All students take the Writing Workshop and Intensive Italian for Academic Purposes course. This latter course has two complementary and over-lapping aims:  first, it offers students a review of the major grammatical structures they have already studied in the Italian language courses they have taken on their home campuses; second, it gives students the opportunity to develop and practice the type of language skills they will need in academic settings. Each week of the course is dedicated to the study of a theme, such as Italian Universities, Opera, Antifascism and Resistance. Readings and viewings illustrating these themes are the springboard for in-class discussion and analysis.

· All students select and attend 3 E.C.Co. courses.  This is to safeguard against any enrollment snags at the Unibo and to ensure that students return to their home campuses with an appropriate number of credits.

· Students who enroll successfully in a Unibo course will drop 1 of the 3 E.C.Co. courses provisionally selected. E.C.Co. professors understand this in advance.

· To enroll successfully in a Unibo course, students are required to seek the guarantee of the Unibo professor that s/he will administer the exam before the group departure date. The Director will help the student negotiate this agreement, but E.C.Co. cannot guarantee students that professors will concur. The E.C.Co. program has a list of Fall courses in which students have enjoyed successful enrollment.

· Full-year students are encouraged to enroll in 2 courses at the Unibo in the second semester (for a total of 4 credits).  Students should broach the topic of exams with the professor at the beginning of the course, as it is likely they may need to take a slightly early exam to ensure exiting the program within the allowable dates.
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Suggested Links

Italy sites

Lonely Planet

http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/italy/
Bologna sites

General


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bologna
http://www.comune.bologna.it
Weather


http://www.wunderground.com/global/stations/16140.html
Map



http://www.bo.infn.it/images/bologna-map.gif
UNIBO


http://www.unibo.it
UNIBO on-line library
http://sbn-ubo.cib.unibo.it/
Erasmus


http://esnbologna.org/
Italian Newspapers online

Corriere della Sera

http://www.corriere.it
Corriere della Sera

http://www.corriere.it/english/
(English version)

La Repubblica

http://www.repubblica.it/
La Stampa


http://www.lastampa.it
Il Giornale


http://www.ilgiornale.it
Travel
          

Trains


http://goitaly.about.com/od/italytransportation/a/trains.htm




http://www.fsitaliane.it/
Italy by Bus


http://www.busstation.net/index.php
Bologna Airport

http://www.bologna-airport.it
Dalla bocca degli studenti…

What is the program staff like?

“The program staff was extremely helpful and responsive.  I never felt lost or completely on my own in having to solve problems, both academic and personal”

“The program office for the E.C.Co. Bologna program is run expertly--they have a tried and true way to get kids situated in the city.”

“Very responsive. Available always.”

What are the academics like?

“I was able to take courses that can be used towards my major requirements as well as take courses that were merely of personal interest.”

“The 2 week intensive language review at the beginning of the course helped a lot. All courses are taught in Italian so it forces you to improve very quickly.”

“The language instruction in the program is good but it is very important to take Unibo classes to challenge yourself.”

Does the monthly food allowance cover all expenses?

“If you cook for yourself or with friends it’s much more cost-effective, educational and fun I feel.”

“Take advantage of… the kitchens and local markets for less expensive meals”

How safe is Bologna?

“Bologna was awesome because I almost always felt safe. Even just going to a piazza and hanging out is fun because there are so many students there!” 

“Bologna always felt reasonably safe, but it's a city so you have to be street smart. Cabs are expensive, but spring for them if you're alone at night. The bus is also better than walking alone at night.

“Bologna's a pretty safe city, but I'd advise students to walk with a friend late at night, if only for comfort reasons.”

What is the housing situation like?

“Housing in dorms can be hard if you don't get along with the people...[but] don't be afraid to get to know your friends' roommates.  They might have cooler roommates than you do.”

“Absolutely make an attempt to get to know your housemates!”

“And clean! You must clean your house or else.”

What are some things students do while in Bologna?

“I tutored a kid in English”

“Going to a soccer game was really fun”

“I did kickboxing classes at a local gym”

“I participated in an Italian community choir”

“I played…soccer Friday nights with some local guys.”

“[I did] a lot of traveling within Italy, it was really easy to visit little towns with the train system.”

“I loved exploring new cities.  I saw Rome, Florence, Siena, Venice on my own (with friends from the program).”

“I went out in Bologna a lot to restaurants, Italian friends' houses for meals, to the park, to museums and movies and gallery openings and for coffee and gelato.”

“I made many wonderful friends last year, and am still in contact with most of them.”

Words of advice:

“Bologna is THE place in Italy to really learn the language and meet Italian people. The student culture in Bologna is incredible--take advantage of the fact that there are so many young people out and about all the time and make friends!”

“Strike up a conversation with classmates, people hanging out at night, your friends’ roommates, anyone! There are tons of students around and lots of ways to make friends. Everyone is very friendly in Bologna, and people like foreign students who are not afraid to talk to them.”
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Safety Precautions

When traveling overseas, there are a number of precautions that you should take in order to make your travel safer:

1. Do not leave your bags or belongings unattended at any time.  Security personnel in airports and train stations are instructed to remove or destroy any unattended luggage. Do not agree to carry or look after any packages or suitcases for anyone. Make sure no one puts anything in your luggage.

2. Don’t keep all your documents and money in any one place. It’s best to carry your travel documents on your person and inaccessible to others – even when you go to the bathroom on the plane. Keep a photocopy of your passport and visa separate from the original.

3. If you find yourself in uncomfortable surroundings, try to look as if you know what you're doing, and stay in well-populated areas. Try not to draw unnecessary attention to yourself. Always show respect for the culture and laws of other countries.

4. Use caution when traveling alone. Women especially should not walk alone at night. Be responsible for your own safety and well-being. Learn from locals what behavior might put you at risk.

5. Keep the on-site director(s) informed of your whereabouts. When you travel, be sure that someone knows where you are and how to reach you.

6. Have cash or a credit card on hand for emergencies like illness or an unexpected need to get home.

7. Be alert to your surroundings and the people with whom you have contact. Be wary of people who seem overly friendly or interested in you. Be cautious with new acquaintances – don’t give out your address or phone number, and always meet in public places. Be discreet in giving out information about other students or group events. Report unusual activity near your classes or home to the program director.

8. Don’t hitchhike, even if the locals do.

In times of political conflict, these additional security precautions are advisable:

1. Stay apprised of the current political situation by listening daily to the television or radio. In the event of an emergency, advisories may be made to the general public through the media. In this situation, stay in contact with the on-site staff, who can then be in contact with authorities locally and at home, as well as with parents and your school.

2. The on-site director should register all participants with the nearest American Embassy or Consulate, and students should be sure they are so registered.

3. In large cities or popular tourist destinations, spend as little time as possible in potential targets for terrorist activities, especially places frequented by Americans: bars, discos, fast-food restaurants associated with the US, branches of US banks, American Express, US consulates and embassies.

4. Keep away from areas known to have concentrations of residents aligned with interests unfriendly to the US and its allies. Always consult with the on-site director before making travel plans.

5. Be inconspicuous in dress and demeanor. Avoid American logos and name brands on clothing and belongings. Avoid large or noisy groups. Do not flash money or bring out documents (especially your passport) in public places. Keep small bills in your pockets to pay for purchases.

6. Keep away from political demonstrations, particularly those directed toward the US. If you see a situation developing, resist the temptation to satisfy your curiosity or join the crowd. Walk away. Do not agree to newspaper or other media interviews regarding political conflicts.

7. Make a personal communication plan with your family and decide on methods of contact should an emergency arise.
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Websites of Italian Consulates in the United States

Boston:

http://www.consboston.esteri.it/Consolato_Boston
Chicago:

http://www.conschicago.esteri.it/Consolato_Chicago
Detroit:

http://www.consdetroit.esteri.it/Consolato_Detroit
Houston:

http://www.conshouston.esteri.it/Consolato_Houston
Los Angeles:

http://www.conslosangeles.esteri.it/Consolato_LosAngeles
Miami:

http://www.consmiami.esteri.it/Consolato_Miami/Menu/I_Servizi/Per_chi_si_reca_in_italia/
New York:

http://www.consnewyork.esteri.it/Consolato_NewYork
Philadelphia:

http://www.consfiladelfia.esteri.it/Consolato_Filadelfia
San Francisco:

http://www.conssanfrancisco.esteri.it/Consolato_SanFrancisco
Washington, DC:

http://www.ambwashingtondc.esteri.it/ambasciata_washington 

PAGE  
16

